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President’s Introduction 

Hello to all— 

We’ve had a very eventful season with our organisational 
restructuring, and of course the huge rainfall on the weekend of 

the 26th & 27th of February, as well as in mid-May. I hope none of 

you were too badly affected by the flooding! A lot of our 

waterways were given a good weed clean-out and although we 

would have lost a fair amount of native vegetation too, it was an 

overall positive result. However, there are many riparian areas 

that have suffered from erosion, and some new planting areas 

were lost or damaged, so there is repair work to be done. 

 

The Pine Rivers Catchment covers just over 800 square kilometres and over 200 lineal kilometres of 

waterways including the North Pine and South Pine Rivers and tributaries, and Hays Inlet to their east. 

We are currently working on projects along more than 50 kilometres in riverbank length along the North 

Pine River and tributaries, and over 15 kilometres for South Pine River and tributaries. PRCA is actively 

looking to expand its portfolio of projects across the rest of the waterway length (possibly up to 80 

kilometres along the North Pine, the full 30 kilometres of the South Pine, and including the Hays Inlet) to 

contribute towards increasing the health of all the waterways in our region. 

 

If you have any ideas or concerns about our catchment or the association, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me—Derek Johnson.  

 

Strategy Update 

The PRCA Strategy Project has advanced significantly under the skillful guidance of our facilitator, Mr. 

Gordon Kratzmann. All our members and supporters have been invited to fill in an online questionnaire 

and participate in the open session of our strategy workshop held on 24 May 2022. We are very grateful 

for the fantastic array of responses and ideas that you provided. Our strategy will be published in the 

next newsletter, and we would be keen to receive your feedback. 

 



 

 

Traineeship Opportunity with PRCA 

PRCA has attracted funding from Queensland State and Federal Government programs to support the 

establishment of a 12-month traineeship for our first fulltime Environmental Project Officer, Deborah 

Medhurst, who has enthusiastically accepted this role. We are thrilled to work with Deb towards 

completing her Certificate III in Conservation and Ecosystem 

Management while she gains practical skills and experience 

in both conservation and project management. 

 

Establishing the traineeship program at PRCA office has been 

a lengthy but worthwhile process which resulted into our 

small organisation being able to grow by almost 50% in 

throughput of paid hours worked. 

 

To take advantage of the experience and mentorship offered 

by having our General Manager Aurelia Noran in our office, 

we would like to invite Expressions of Interest (EOI) from 

other people who are interested in taking up traineeship in 

conservation or business administration while working full 

time at PRCA and delivering our mission of sustainably 

managing the Pine Rivers catchment. The EOI period closes 

on Monday 06 June 2022. To obtain a copy of the conditions of participation, please contact our office 

at manager@prca.org.au or 0438 199 102. 

 

Flood Feature 

The Eastern seaboard of Australia has certainly seen its fair share of rain events this year. With back-to-

back La Niña events, we have received above-average rainfall, with serious flooding equating to one of 

Australia’s worst natural disasters. Locally, the economic impact of the floods is said to be felt for years 
to come, with Queensland Treasurer Cameron Dick stating that the damage bill will cost up to $2.5 

billion. 

 

The impact on the natural environment has proven to be just as devastating, with Professor Stuart Bunn, 

director of the Australian Rivers Institute at Griffith University commenting, “About half of the 42,000 
kilometres of stream channels in south-east Queensland have banks in poor condition and are 

vulnerable to erosion.” 

 

Many of our landholders will have seen erosion within the catchment as well as large deposits of sand 

and gravel. Healthy Land and Water, south-east Queensland’s natural resource management group, 
calculated early estimations that 49 million tonnes of sediment have been washed from river systems, 

due to a lack of “large-scale riverbank revegetation projects.” 

 

PRCA is doing its bit to reverse this trend. In a joint program with Seqwater, contractors and some 

enthusiastic landholders, close to a hectare of private land has been earmarked for revegetation in the 

coming months. With in-kind support and provision from our landholders of riparian fencing and 

continued maintenance, native riparian plant species will be planted along sections of the North Pine River  
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for flood mitigation and better resilience. In addition to bank stabilisation, benefits to both the 

environment and landholder will include improved water quality, increased filtration of nutrient and 

sediment runoff, habitat creation and increased biodiversity. Keep posted for photos and get in contact 

with us if you would like to be involved in similar projects. 

 

https://amp.abc.net.au/article/100888958 [accessed 17/05/2022] 

 

https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/queensland/moreton-bay-copped-at-least-five-times-

more-mud-silt-than-during-2011-floods-20220315-

p5a4sl.html?fbclid=IwAR2UnV_FXsbfhjiexs4hvhyFyfgcbNWi2l_VJYatBqie9QvNdiJZ9XMZ_NY [accessed 

17/05/2022] 

 

 

 

North Pine Program 

The partnership between Seqwater and PRCA continues to deliver improvements in water quality for 

our waterways in the North Pine area. Despite the challenging weather, we have worked with local 

landholders and Technigro crews to remove canopy vine weeds such as Cats Claw, Madeira vine, glycine, 

balloon vine, and woody weeds such as Chinese elm, while also protecting naturally occurring emergent 

riparian species. PRCA continues to engage with new landholders and plans are in place to broaden the 

reach of the program throughout North Pine River, Laceys Creek, Armstrong Creek and other tributaries 

in the new financial year. Future program activities will also include riparian fencing, off-stream watering 

points and revegetation. 

 

PRCA would like to thank the landholders who actively support the maintenance and restoration of our 

catchment and waterways. A special shout-out goes to our newest members and prospective members, 

who recently invited us to inspect their properties along Laceys Creek. It is with your continued support 

and involvement in these programs that improvements in the water quality and environmental 

outcomes continue to be achieved. Please contact us for further information or involvement in these 

programs. 
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South Pine Program 

The current round of the Riparian Management Incentives Scheme (RMIS) managed by PRCA in 

partnership with Moreton Bay Regional Council has continued to assist landholders in restoring 

important riparian vegetation throughout the South Pine River Catchment. 

 

The program included works to control the spread of invasive vines such as Cat’s Claw creeper and 
Madeira vines along the Cedar Creek and tributaries to allow endemic riparian species to re-establish. 

Simmendale Stud property on Gordon’s Road is a success story that highlights how strong involvement 

and community leadership has made a great deal of difference. 

 

The Cedar Creek stretch flowing near Eatons’ Crossing Road have also benefitted from this round of 
funding. Unfortunately, the rainfall and the significant moisture in the ground have contributed to a re-

infestation caused by significant re-sprouting and growth of Cat’s Claw and other weeds in this area. 
Only a long-term and persistent effort can slowdown and counter the destructive power of these alien 

species. 

 

The scheme has been given a recent boost, with new landholders becoming members of the association 

and receiving funding for works on their properties. PRCA is extremely grateful for their involvement, 

enthusiasm, community-minded spirit, and in-kind contributions, which will make an enormous 

difference to the health of the South Pine River Catchment. 

 

PRCA would also like to thank Moreton Bay Regional Council for the continued support which enables 

the delivery of this program. Council’s contribution to the RMIS project since its inception in 2007 has 

funded over $520,000 of works to rehabilitate and restore the upper reaches of the South Pine River. 

 

Please contact PRCA if you wish to be included in the next round of RMIS and read the RMIS Property 

Feature article below to learn more about one of the success stories. 

 

Simmendale Stud 

Simmendale Stud at Cedar Creek is one of PRCA’s long-standing success stories. This property has been 

part of the RMIS program for at least three years. In this time the focus was on controlling the invasive 

weedy vines that were endangering the native trees and vegetation and encouraging the endemic 

species to thrive. A successful partnership between the landholder, the MBRC as the sponsor, the PRCA 

as the project manager, and the revegetation contractor, has seen an on-going and timely scheduling of 

primary and maintenance works tailored to suit the varied needs of the property. Restore Nature’s 
Balance has delivered the on-ground works and has lived to their ethos achieving a new balance in 

favour of the local indigenous ecosystem. The pictures below highlight the positive changes that have 

occurred. 

 

It is wonderful to see such a large reach of critical riparian vegetation on Cedar Creek being protected 

and allowed to restore and expand through weed clearing and natural restoration. This partnership 

between the landholder, MBRC, PRCA and the contractor has resulted in many benefits. Reduced 

erosion process and increased bank stabilisation, improved water quality through the trapping of 

sediment and nutrient runoff, increased biodiversity, habitat protection and the reestablishment of  



critical flora and fauna are just a few of these benefits. Not only has their neighbour sighted platypus in 

the creek, but it has been a wonderful opportunity to get to know the neighbours and create a positive 

community. 

This success story highlights the important and on-going contribution that PRCA is making to our 

catchment and the local environment. If you would like to be part of these positive partnerships with us, 

please contact our office. 

                                         

  Before       After 

 

A Powerful Owl of the South Pine 

“On this morning’s monthly outing, due to the recent flooding and destruction it was decided we 
proceed from the Kumbartcho car park in the opposite direction to Sargent Reserve. As we emerged 

from the enclosed forest (in the direction of ‘Yuraba’), we were standing around in an open area with 

the birds coming and going when a Powerful Owl was very fortunately sighted at eye level in what 

appeared to be a low tree adjoining the riverbank. (It was in fact in a large tree growing up from below 

in the riverbank). 

 

The owl was roosting in quite dense foliage and was well camouflaged. It initially appeared quite dark 

however on closer inspection one could make out the mottled and barred whitish-streaked feathering 

and its very large eyes. It was not disturbed or startled by our daytime approach, and we were all 

rewarded with a sighting and of course a photo or two by the excited photographers.”—Vince Bugeja. 

 

JOIN OUR SOUTH PINE RIVERS BIRDERS' GROUP FOR SECOND-WEDNESDAY MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS / 

BIRDING SURVEYS & PHOTOGRAPHY at 7am in summer and 7.30am in winter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Kumbartcho Sanctuary News 

Kumbartcho has been buzzing with activity, both behind the scenes for staff and volunteers, and for our 

visitors alike. 

 

The team has delivered a few booked-out workshops, despite some cancellations due to weather. The 

excursions to garden shows and consultancy to clients’ home gardens continued along with the nursery 
building facelift. A couple of big projects are progressing including more than 3,500 plants awaiting 

distribution from Kumbartcho for a fantastic Healthy Land & Water flying fox project! 

 

If you plan to visit the nursery, best to please park in the second carpark on the left along Bunya Pine 

Court. Follow the short pathway up to the nursery and enjoy the array of species available.  

 

Workshop waiting lists are now open on the website, www.kumbartcho.org.au (go to the ‘More’ option 
on the top right of the page to find the ‘Events’ – and ‘Consultancy’ – details); you’ll likely see more 
details on the Facebook page, www.facebook.com/Environmental.Centre 

 

A Kumbartcho Workshop Participant’s View 

PRCA staff recently had the privilege of attending one of Kumbartcho’s 
informative and interactive workshops at Yuraba Conference Centre. The 

Bushland Rehabilitation Workshop – the last in a series of four – enabled 

attendees to “learn the steps to restore your patch back to bushland for 
wildlife”. Valuable details on how to access information like Regional 

Ecosystem descriptions, mapping, and plant lists were provided, as well as 

some of the different types of revegetation techniques available. 

 

Jay, our knowledgeable host, then took us for a guided walk through 

some local revegetation sites, pointing out “the good the bad and the 
ugly”, some of the revegetation techniques previously discussed, seed 
collecting methods, and plant identification. 

 

It was an excellent morning and a great way to spend an hour and a half 

in the great outdoors with like-minded people. Thank you to Jay for his expertise, Kumbartcho Nursery 

for running the events, and Moreton Bay Regional Council for funding the delivery of the workshops. 

 

If you are interested in future workshops, please contact Kumbartcho as above or on (07) 3264 3953 or 

drop in and see the staff at 15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill. Don’t forget to pop in and say ‘hi’ to us at 
PRCA – we're just next door in the Cottage! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.kumbartcho.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Environmental.Centre/


 

Samford Landcare: 500 Plants get a new home in Samford Village 

Samford Landcare held another successful tree planting event on 19 March, with members of the 

Samford community coming together to plant over 500 plants. 

 

Along Cash Avenue Samford, volunteers from Samford Landcare are continuing to lead the regeneration 

of the landscape and this latest planting work featured all-native plants replacing overgrown verge 

areas. 

 

A generous grant from the Samford & Districts Progress & Protection Association (SDPPA) enabled the 

purchase of the required plants and Moreton Bay Regional Council kindly contributed mulch to cover 

the planting areas. With the right amount of care and attention, this area should be of benefit for many 

generations to come. 

 

A seating area under a lovely shade tree in the new garden is a planned addition, so donations of 

available outdoor garden bench seating are being sought if anyone can help with this. 

 

If you can donate seating, or would like to know more about Samford Landcare news, please go to 

www.samfordlandcare.org.au 

 

 

 

 

Samford Eco-Corridor Restoration Underway 

We held our monthly MBRC-led Bushcare working bee on Sunday 10 April. Our focus was to plant some 

advanced trees at the top of the bank along the Eco-Trail and by the picnic site. Most of the larger trees 

were purchased from Wompoo Native Nursery at Closeburn; a few were from the Native Plants 

Queensland plant market; a large Hoop Pine was kindly donated by sub-committee member Bob Millar; 

and three Macadamia integrifolia trees were supplied by the Macadamia Trust. The species added to 

the top of the bank included Peanut Tree (Sterculia quadrifida), Firewheel Tree (Stenocarpus sinuatus), 

Hard Brown Laurel (Cryptocarya sclerophylla), Native Olive (Olea paniculata), Pencil Cedar (Polyscias 

murrayi), Long Jack (Flindersia xanthoxyla), Ribbonwood (Euroschinus falcata) and Giant 

Ironwood (Backhousia subargentea). The high species diversity distinguishes the Eco-Corridor from most 

other bushcare sites. 

https://samfordlandcare.square.site/


 

We also did some infill planting of tubestock in our newly cleared area on the riverbank, which had been 

affected by the flood. Meanwhile our more experienced weeders continued removing a bad infestation 

of Madeira Vine along the edge of the riverside remnant opposite revegetation zone P2 (Planting Site 2). 

 

On 14 April, our birders recorded 60 species (seen or heard) during our monthly survey of the Eco-

Corridor, which is a very impressive total given that the summer migrants (such as Dollarbird, Eastern 

Koel and Channel-billed Cuckoo) had departed and the winter visitors (such as Rose Robin) were yet to 

arrive. Highlights were seeing a large flock of Topknot Pigeons fly over, as well as a pair of White-necked 

Herons. 

 

On 2 May, our birders carried out our fifth quarterly survey of woodland vegetation plots at QUT’s 
Samford Ecological Research Facility (SERF), Camp Mountain. This Terrestrial Ecosystem Research 

Network (TERN) citizen science pilot program uses the ‘2 hectares in 20-minutes’ protocol, which can be 
challenging in this habitat, so the team uses a GPS app ensure that the whole plot is covered in the 

allotted time. It was great to see a Painted Buttonquail at last, having encountered their ‘platelets’ on 
previous visits. Winter visitors had arrived in good numbers, including Spotted Pardalotes, Grey Fantails 

and Rose Robins. 

 

Our next focus after the recent rain will be on weed control at the Eco-Corridor. Afterwards, we will be 

reinstating our much-loved afternoon tea, which gives our volunteers a chance to socialise once the 

hard work is done. We hope you will join us. 

 

You can contact us via email (ecocorridor@gmail.com) or follow our Facebook 

(www.facebook.com/EcoCorridor/) or Instagram pages. — Peter Storer 

 

 

Samford Edible Garden Trail 

Samford Edible Garden Trail was a hoot despite the rain and flooding. The 

guest of honour was Costa Georgiadis, a beautiful man with a huge passion 

for our environment and gardens. What a privilege it was for PRCA General 

Manager Aurelia Noran (pictured here with Costa) to represent Pine Rivers 

Catchment Association. It was also an encouraging sign to get a full round of 

applause when she asked, “What should we do to have the cleanest and 
most resilient catchment in Australia?” 

 Please contact us – Pine Rivers Catchment Association – if you have any 

ideas to answer the question above! 

 

mailto:ecocorridor@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/EcoCorridor/


 

Gold’s Scrub – Rare Remnant Forest 

Gold’s Scrub is a rare remnant (never cleared) of about 3 hectares of Lowland Hoop Pine dry vine forest, 
on Seqwater land at the end of Gold’s Scrub Lane, Samsonvale. The ecological restoration of the forest 

here commenced in 1998, carried out by Men of the Trees and Greening Australia volunteers – both of 

which eventually ceased their involvement. It continues to be maintained by volunteers supported by 

Pine Rivers Catchment Association and Seqwater. 

 

The Scrub in 1998 had been severely degraded by a catastrophic infestation of Cats Claw creeper, plus 

many other major weeds. Cats Claw creeper was covering the tree trunks, sometimes with many layers 

of stems, and was also carpeting the forest floor. This suffocating carpet meant the forest was almost 

unable to regenerate; the Hoop Pine was yellow with the flowers of Cats Claw creeper. 

 

The entire restoration of the actual Scrub has occurred by removing the burden of weeds, which has 

allowed the forest to recover by natural regeneration. Initially the vertical vines of Cats Claw creeper 

were cut and swabbed with Glyphosate 1:10 and the carpet was sprayed (at an application rate of 

1:100). The exciting result was that native forest floor grasses and tree species started to regenerate. 

Follow-up once a month for the past 24 years is bringing the forest towards being weed free. The marvel 

of this regeneration continues; it never ceases to excite the volunteers and is a great reward for the 

work done. 

          

Before (taken 1996)    After (taken 2009) 

 

If you would like to assist with some gentle hand weeding, relaxation time in a beautiful quite remnant 

forest, spend an hour or two with like-minded people over a cuppa, please get in contact with us where 

we can introduce you to our wonderful volunteer leader (admin@prca.org.au)  

 

 

Invasive Species Spotlight 

Foxes, wild dogs, wild pigs, feral felines, fire ants, deer, cane toads, Indian mynas, and even red-eared 

slider turtles might come to mind when considering local pest fauna species and their treatment. Foxes, 

wild dogs, wild pigs, feral felines, fire ants, deer, cane toads, Indian mynas, and even red-eared slider 

turtles might come to mind when considering local pest fauna species and their treatment. However, 

mailto:admin@prca.org.au


invasive fish species are often overlooked; see www.daf.qld.gov.au prohibited and restricted invasive 

fish of Queensland 

 

Residents and general public might be aware of Carp (Cyprinus carpio) as invasive fish species but 

Tilapia (Oreochromis mossambicus) and Gambusia spp. (i.e. mosquito fish; among others) are also 

necessary to control in our efforts to conserve native fish populations. They are declared noxious species 

and there are significant fines for being in possession of these fish. Exotic species such as swordtails 

(Xiphophorous hellerii) and platies (Xiphophorus maculatus) are commonly caught in local waterways 

and kept as aquarium fish, however they should not (and legally cannot) then be released back into the 

environment; even dead specimens of these live-bearing species can bear live eggs and small fry in their 

mouths, causing new infestations. 

 

Steven Baines (local Ichthyologist, Aquarist and kind keeper of our native fish tanks in the Kumbartcho 

Environmental Education Centre) is currently campaigning for greater awareness of these invasive fish. 

He will be in the Agricultural Building at this year's Ekka (to the left, inside the Gregory Terrace entrance) 

to launch his new children's book on the topic, and will be there for the entirety of the Show, which runs 

from the 6-14 August 2022. 

 

You can also refer to these sources for information about other invasive animals in our catchment (and 

what you can do about them): 

 

https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/plants-animals/animals/pests-diseases/invasive-fish/identifying 

 

https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/plants-animals/animals/pests-diseases/invasive-fish/legal-

obligations 

 

https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/land-

management/health-pests-weeds-diseases/pests/invasive-animals/restricted 

 

https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/Services/Environment/Pest-Animals 

 

Source: Steven Baines; Moreton Bay Regional Council; Queensland Government, Department of 

Agriculture and Fisheries, 2020. 

 

 

Gateway Motorway and Bruce Highway Upgrades 

The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) is currently undertaking a range of fauna and flora 

surveys in the north Brisbane and southern Moreton Bay areas as part of planning for future upgrades 

to Gateway Motorway and Bruce Highway. TMR is encouraging the local community to also get involved 

and let them know of any fauna spotted near the project area. This will help with understanding of 

where animals may be living and moving in local areas and assist with planning for the future road 

upgrades. The area surrounding the project is home to many native animals, including koalas, 

kangaroos, wallaby, birds and cattle egret. If you spot an animal near the project area - make note of the 

date, time of day and your location, as well as the direction the animal is moving and send this 

information to gmbhu@tmr.qld.gov.au or freecall 1800 607 755 during business hours. 

https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1398842/prohibited-restricted-invasive-fish.pdf
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Mangroves and their significant value to our environment 

Australian Conservation Foundation Brisbane Northside 

Brisbane Northside Australian Conservation Foundation is hosting a free zoom event, which will be 

presented by mangrove expert, Jock Mackenzie, from earthwatch. Jock will expand your knowledge 

about why Moreton Bay is an internationally listed Ramsar Wetland area of global significance. He has 

been establishing Mangrove Citizen Science activities along the Queensland coast for 15 years, usually 

involving participation by school students. 

  

Date: Sunday, 3.00 – 4.00pm, July 10, 2022 

 

RSVP to receive the link to this event: https://bit.ly/ACFBN_mangroves. 

 

Some information being highlighted about the workshop are as follows: 

• How much do you know about our mangroves, and how they 

affect Moreton Bay? 

• Mangroves play a huge part in climate change, sequestering 

more carbon than land trees 

• They are important habitat for fish, other sea creatures, and 

migratory shorebirds 

• They protect our shorelines from erosion. 

• Moreton Bay mangroves are a vital part of our Ramsar-listed wetland area of international 

importance 

• Mangroves around the world are at risk. 

 To keep up to date with activities, follow Brisbane Northside ACF on: 

 

Facebook: ACFCommunityBrisbaneNorthside 

Instagram: ACFCommunityBrisbaneNorthside 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/ACFBN_mangroves


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land, catchments, and waterways on which we work. 

We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging. 

PRCA would not be able to operate without be able to operate without the assistance of our members 

— please encourage your friends and families to join us in supporting vital catchment work. 

 

Contact the Catchment Association’s Office staff to talk about taking up membership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Catchment Office is staffed weekly 

Please feel free to ring for an appointment to visit us! 

 

PCRA Administration Office, The Cottage at Kumbartcho Sanctuary 

15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill QLD 4037 

 

Phone: (07) 3325 1577 Email: admin@prca.org.au Website: www.prca.org.au 

Facebook: facebook.com@PineRiversCatchmentAssociation 

https://www.prca.org.au/membership/
mailto:admin@prca.org.au
http://www.prca.org.au/

