
 

 

KEY SUPPORTERS OF  
PRCA would not be able to operate without the  
assistance of our members. Please encourage    
your friends and families to assist our work by            
becoming a member. Contact the Catchment       

Coordinator (Sonya) or Admin. Support Officer 
(Trudi) to talk about taking up membership: 

 http://www.prca.org.au 

 Catchment Coordinator 

 Sonya— 0438 199 102   
 catchmentcoordinator@prca.org.au   
 Admin 

 Trudi— (07) 3325 1577 

 finance@prca.org.au 

We thank MBRC & Kumbartcho Sanctuary for      
providing us with office space at our existing address  
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GARDEN CONSULTANCY  

Kumbartcho’s  Garden  Consultancy  service  can  help  you  to  make  all the  work  you  put  in  to  
your property  more  effective. With  us,  you  will  be  able  to  better  understand  what  is  already  
growing  on  your property  (both  good  and  bad),  what  plants  best  suit  your  ecosystem  and  
provide you  the  resources  to  make  better choices  as  your garden  develops. A  qualified  Horti-
culturist  will  come  to  your  property  and  provide  you  with  advice  on a  range  of topics  as  re-
quired: Garden  and  Revegetation  Design; Bush  Regeneration; Plant  Selection; Erosion  Control; 
Pruning  and  Trimming; Plant  and  Weed  Identification  and Pest  and  Disease  Identification  and  
Management.  

On  the  initial  visit,  you  will  be  provided  with  a  folder  containing  the  following resources: An 
aerial  view of your property  and  its  Boundaries; A Regional  Ecosystem  Plant  List  specific  to  
your property; Two Books: Key  to  Identifying  Local  Gum  Trees; The  Creek  in  Your Backyard  –  A  
Habitat  Restoration  Guide; A selection  of specific  Wildlife Habitat  Brochures  and a $50  Voucher  
for  Native  Plants  from  Kumbartcho  Nursery  to  get  your project  off  to  a  good  start. After  the  
initial  visit,  you  will  receive  a  written  report  of  the  visit,  including  our recommendations. All  
of  the  above plus  2  hours minimum  (including  travel  time)  for only $165.00.  

Contact the Kumbartcho Nursery for more information on  (07) 3264 3953. 

http://www.prca.org.au
mailto:pinerivers@bigpond.com


 

 

FACTS ABOUT WEEDS !! 

Gardeners are no strangers to the concept of weeds – it might be a clump of bindi-eye that pop up in 
your lawn, oxalis between your pavers or an errant dandelion in your flower beds. And while these may 
be annoying, and a little inconvenient, they are often the only obvious exposure home gardeners have 
to an invasive plant. But the reality of weeds in Australia goes far beyond the fence line – in fact, 70% of 
Australia’s most damaging environmental and agricultural weeds have their origins as garden plants. 
The importance of knowing what we grow, and how it may impact the wider environment is something 
that all gardeners should understand. 

So, what is a weed? 

Often, people define a weed as ‘a plant in the wrong place’, but this is far too simplistic, and plays down 
the impacts that weeds can have on the wider environment. From an ecological standpoint, weeds are 
plants that grow in sites where they are not wanted, and which have undesirable environmental or eco-
nomic impacts, or both. They invade ecosystems and are not in balance with other flora and fauna in 
that ecosystem – invasive plants can crowd out native vegetation, which native fauna depends on for 
food and shelter. Many plants growing in backyard gardens have the potential to become environmen-
tal weeds in local bushland, or already have done, and while there are hundreds of them across many 
different genus and species, there are characteristics shared by most of these plants that make them 
weedy. 

What makes a plant a weed? 

There’s no hard and fast rule for this, but broadly speaking, plants have the potential to become weeds 
if they have certain 'invasive' characteristics. These may include 

The ability to spread by vegetative means (e.g., bulbs, roots, or stem fragments). 

Produce seeds in fruit that can be eaten or dispersed by birds (e.g., olives). 

Produce large amounts of seeds which can be dispersed by wind. 

The ability to survive and in some cases thrive in varied and often harsh conditions. 

A history of being a weed in similar climates 

It’s quite simple, these invasive species succeed in bushland due to their vigorous growth and tolerance 
of difficult conditions. It is these same qualities initially that make them popular as garden plants, alt-
hough many later regret planting species that become uncontrollable, both in their own properties, and 
beyond. 

Weed classifications 

There are differing levels of weed classification throughout Australia. 

Weeds of National Significance (also knowns as WONS) - those plants which pose a threat nationwide 
determined by the federal government. These are generally prohibited to sell, distribute or grow, and 
will have strict management guidelines associated with them. 
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Declared Plants - prevented entry into a particular state or territory, and often have control or keeping 
requirements within states 

Environmental Weeds or ‘Pest Plants’ - determined by local government bodies and assessed as posing 
a risk to specific environments or locations. While not illegal to sell or grow, responsible gardeners 
should have an understanding of the environmental weeds in their area and manage any problem 
plants accordingly. 

Can native plants be weeds? 

There is a misconception that weeds are always exotic plants, but that simply isn’t the case. Weeds can 
be introduced from overseas, but they can also be native plants grown outside of their natural, geo-
graphic zone. For example, wattles from the eastern states, including Cootamundra wattle (Acacia bai-
leyana), Sydney golden wattle (A. longifolia) and Flinders Range wattle (A. iteaphylla) have the potential 
to become, or have become, invasive plants in Western Australia. These plants are not a problem in 
their own natural geographic locations where local seed-eating insects keep them in check, but this nat-
ural control does not occur in WA, which sees these wattles reproduce prolifically by seed. This may not 
sound like a big deal, but it is. Wattles are nitrogen fixing plants, so when these eastern states plants 
grow in an area of disturbed soil it encourages exotic grass species to invade and take hold. As the 
grasses dry out in summer, they increase the risk of bushfire. Fire stimulates more wattle seeds to ger-
minate. The resultant wattles fix more nitrogen in the soil, more exotic grasses invade and act as fuel 
for further fires — and thus a destructive cycle is set in motion. This is a stark illustration of one of the 
hidden impacts of invasive plants, be they native or exotic. 

What can gardeners do? 

Education and research is the key to stopping garden plants from jumping the fence and becoming a 
problem, and every gardener can play their part. 

Research before you purchase - While the nursery industry has a significant role to play in keeping de-
clared and pest plants off the shelves, gardeners also need to play their part. With so many different 
avenues for buying plants nowadays – markets, online stores, garage sales – gardeners need to educate 
themselves before they purchase plants and introduce them to their gardens. Consult local invasive 
species listings before purchasing, to identify plants that have the potential to become bushland weeds 
in your area. 

Native doesn’t mean local: Native plants are those that are native to Australia, which is a HUGE conti-
nent with so many variations across climate, soil, flora and fauna. When planning and planting gardens, 
consider instead using plants that are locally native (indigenous) to your area. There is less risk of them 
becoming an issue in the wider environment, and the local fauna will love you for it! 

Stop the spread - Gardeners can manage weeds present in their gardens and pots to prevent them es-
caping (e.g., cut off flowers to stop seeds spreading), or remove them completely. Ensure you dispose 
of all garden waste correctly, maintain your property so weeds do not re-establish and, when future 
planting, consider using locally native species where possible. 

Get involved - Join with local friends’ groups to participate in bushland restoration and enhance your 
knowledge of native plant species. The above was Produced and Broadcasted from ABC Gardening: Published: Mon 9 Aug 2021, 

 

Perfect for keeping under-school aged children (and older visitors!) occupied! There are books, puzzles, displays, craft activities, all based 
around local environmental themes (including weeds, water and scientific discovery)! 

Staffed by volunteers, the Centre (beside the Nursery) is open Tues - Fri 10 AM - 2 PM (*note different hours from Nursery) 

Drinks & ice blocks available. See www.kumbartcho.org.au for more information 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

GUESS WHO IS KEEN TO VENTURE OUT SOON IF NOT ALREADY? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the perfect time to start this seasons toad busting! Females can produce up to 70,000 
eggs a year! Cane toads present a serious threat to native species and to pets and it is im-
portant that we band together as a community and start impacting cane toads before they 
spread any further. 

Please remember the best way to Humanly rid of Cane Toads is to  
FRIDGE (24hrs) FREEZER! 

 

Watergum (community for environment) have some in-depth information to assist in the con-
trol of these invasive animals such as 

 

  Tadpole Trapping     Toad Busting 

  Humane Euthanasia     Native frog or Cane Toad 

 

And best of all, they may want to have YOUR toads to assist in the lure production  
( made from cane toad pheromones) 

 

Contact Watergum for further information 

https://watergum.org     OR      email:  canetoads@watergum.org  

___________________________________________________ 

WANT TO VOLUNTEER SOME TIME? 

Please come and join us whether you would like to be a member (active or not), would like to be involved in some other 
capacity or would just like to receive our quarterly newsletter!  Please feel free to contact us at finance@prca.org.au  
Weeding or Planting    Birders Group     Clean Up Events 



 

 

 

 

WHEN WHAT AND WHERE 

Saturday 24th October 

10am 

 

vicepresident@samfordprogress.org.au 

Samford Clean Up 

 

Meet at Stags Football Club 

Second Sunday of each month from 2:00pm 

 

(Please check Facebook or email—at right—
for upcoming dates or further information). 

Samford Eco-Corridor 

 

Call 0404 169 826 or  
email samfordecocorridor@gmail.com  
for further information/to confirm.         

Second Wednesday of every month at  
7:00am (Winter—7:30am) 
 

 

Essential to contact Trudi prior on 3325 1577 or 
finance@prca.org.au as to which location suits. 

Birding on South Pine River/Clontarf 
 

Kumbartcho Car Park 

15 Bunya Pine Court, 
Eatons Hill. 

Tuesday 14th September 

8:30— 10:30am 

 

Essential to contact Trudi prior on 0409 716 169 
or finance@prca.org.au for following dates 

Sargents Reserve Madeira vine weeding 

 

Sargents Reverse—meet at the park 

Last Wednesday of every month at  
8:00—10am 

 

Gold’s Scrub Regeneration Project  
at the end of Gold’s Scrub Lane, Samsonvale. 
Before first attendance, please contact Carole 

3379 1453 (message bank) or text 0409 495 017   

Second Saturday of the month 

2—4pm 

Clear Mountain—Garrawin Crt Bushcare Group 

 

Contact 3205 0555 or moretonbay.qld.gov.au/bushcare 

Days, hours and locations vary Bushcare Regeneration activities - refer to MBRC website   
 

Contact 3205 0555 or moretonbay.qld.gov.au/bushcare 

If you are interested in coordinating a group 
of mates or joining a group in your local area, 
please contact us where we can provide you 
with information and some equipment to get 
you up and running. It’s a great way to meet 
people, get outside, while doing a great thing 
for our waterways and environment. 

PRCA Clean-up waterways events: 
 

TBA 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Community Catchment Event Calendar 

DISCLAIMER: PRCA does not necessarily agree with all opinions expressed in the Catchment News Newsletter and is not re-
sponsible for accuracy or any acts of plagiarism. However, all efforts will be made to comply with copyright and media laws, 

to obtain consent in respect of others and their intellectual property & to provide accurate and up-to-date information. 


