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CARING FOR THE  
CATCHMENT 

Tim Odgers 

Farewell I have decided that the time is right for me to 
move on and hand over the reigns to a new coordinator. 
PRCA is healthy and after four and a half years I feel like 
travelling and new experiences. Community catchment 
management is stronger in the Pine Rivers thanks to 
PRCA’s supporters especially SEQ Water and the former 
Pine Rivers Shire Council, now MBRC. 
Community based catchment management is a highly ef-
fective tool for managing the natural resources of our 
catchment. Through the collaborative action of commu-
nity, government and industry we are able to multiply 
effort and develop strategic projects that maximise the 
benefits of our work. 
An example of this was the recent cat’s claw project 
where SEQ Water, SEQ Catchments, Boral and Conser-
vation Volunteers Australia assisted private landholders 
to kill cat’s claw on the North Pine River while MBRC 
was assisted by SEQC to do the same on the riparian 
parkland in the area. All contributors benefited from the 
project in a way which was significant to meeting the ob-
jectives of their organisation and we were able to get a lot 
of work done. 
Further examples include: supporting Bushcare groups by 
financially managing grants, the development of the bro-
chure Managing Horses on Small Properties and the re-
cent Hays Inlet Festival.  
As an Incorporated association, PRCA’s ability to apply 
for grants really provides a great opportunity to work 
closer with and financially support our catchment’s stake-
holders to undertake priority projects through cash match-
ing their investment. If we can work with stakeholders to 
plan for grant works into the following years’ budgets, it 
should be possible to get some great work done.  
I’d like to say thank-you to everyone who has made my 
time here so enjoyable and wish everyone all the best for 
the future. 
 

PINE RIVERS CATCHMENT ASSOCITION 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Tuesday July 29  4.00 - 6.00pm 
 

Venue: Kumbartcho, Environment Centre 
15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill 

All welcome 
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PRCA Annual General Meeting 
It’s time again for the PRCA AGM. At this exciting time 
we reflect on the association’s achievements in the past 
year and elect our committee and representative stake-
holders who will drive the next year’s actions.  
Farewell BBQ 
An “office hours” BBQ farewell for Tim is to be held on 
Friday August 1, 12.00pm onwards at Kumbartcho – all 
welcome! 
Hays Inlet Festival This was a great success with over 
1,000 people involved in the 9 day, 36 activities’ event. 
Rain at each of the weekends lead to a few events being 
postponed or cancelled but overall we had beautiful 
weather and great attendance.  
MBRC, Quest newspapers (Redcliffe and Bayside Herald 
and Pine Rivers Press), Plaza Pics at Margate and SEQ 
Catchments were sponsors of the event (as was PRCA) 
and thanks goes to these organisations for their contribu-
tion towards making this festival the success that it was. 
A report on some of the festival events is included in this 
Info-Flow.  

Hays Inlet Festival Report The Hays Inlet Festival is 
a celebration of the internationally recognised wetland 
area that lies north from Canterbury Park at Bald Bills 
and through to Clontarf and Mango Hill. The festival 
aims to celebrate the people, places and environment of 
the Hays Inlet catchment through a series of environ-
mental, art, sport and social activities designed to high-
light the importance of the catchment towards our won-
derful lifestyles. Continued page 2 



HAYS INLET FESTIVAL REPORT 
Tim Odgers 

 

Walk the North Pine River 
On Friday June 6, fifteen keen explorers leap-frogged 
down the North Pine River from the North Pine Dam to 
the Bruce Highway Bridge at Murrumba downs. Perfect 
weather greeted us on the day and we set off from Old 
Petrie town, exploring the river upstream from there on 
foot and by bus before walking downstream from Old 
Petrie town to Mungarra Reserve guided by Craig Welden 
who gave us insight into the management of this area and 
all the shire’s natural areas. We had morning tea at Mun-
garra before trekking on to Sweeny’s reserve at Petrie. 
We then bussed around the Amcor Mill (which we toured 
as part of Hays Inlet Festival ‘06) and started again at the 
Murrumba Downs Sewage Treatment Plant. One of the 
highlights of the day was the many mullet (some of a 
good size) that literally had their heads in the outfall of 
the STP. We figured they enjoyed the warm fresh water 
and wondered if they were feeding as well.  
Continuing on past the STP we reached John Oxley Re-
serve where Carole Green and her Bushcare group have 
worked tirelessly for twenty years to restore the area back 
to a healthy, weed-free remnant. A hoop pine was planted 
to commemorate the occasion before heading up the hill 
for lunch at the park. Back on the bus we then leap-
frogged downstream to Castle Hill where we continued 
on to the junction of the North and South Pine Rivers near 
the Bruce Highway Bridge. It was quite a walk covering 
7km on foot but it showed us the potential for the area to 
be linked as a walking trail and we commend MBRC for 
their continuing effort to make this happen. The develop-
ing Murrumba Project will be a great partnership opportu-
nity to link and enhance this section of the river. 
Hays Inlet Boat Cruise 
Perfect boating weather greeted us for the Hays Inlet Fes-
tival boat cruise, not a cloud or bit of wind could be seen 
and the water was glassy smooth as the 50 participants 
boarded the Ferryman Cruise. We first headed out to-
wards the Hornnibrook Bridge, as tides wouldn’t permit 
us to enter Hays Inlet. We then headed up Bald Hills 
Creek before motoring up past Tichi Tamba to the Bruce 
Highway Bridge.  
Hays Inlet Festival Family Fun Day 
Local residents had a great day in the park with the Hays 
Inlet Festival family fun day and waterway planting at 
Canterbury Park on the June 8. Over 50 people came to 
assist the Bald Hill Bushies with the planting of 1,000 
waterway plants along the bank to promote the protection 
of the nearby estuary from rubbish and pollution. A free 
bbq was available for all participants while Geckos Wild-

life’s great range of hands-on-display of Australian wild-
life delighted everyone; a rock climbing wall provided a 
challenge to all who dared.  
Bald Hills Bushie Juanita Irwin said, “It was great to see  

 so many people come along, everyone was a great help 
and we managed to get the work done quickly”. 
“Creating a forest is such satisfying work; we hope peo-
ple who enjoyed the work will come along to one of our 
regular mornings”. The Bald Hills Bushies have been 
planting trees in the area for over ten years and meet at 
7.00am on the third Saturday of each month at the green 
shed at Burungwarra Reserve near the boat ramp at the 
end of Bald Hills Rd, Bald Hills.  
The family fun day was hosted by the Bald Hill Bushies, 
Pine Rivers Catchment Association, Councillor Amanda 
Cooper and Brisbane City Council as part of the Hays 
Inlet Festival. 
 

Bald Hills Bushies: (left to right)  
Helen Bartlett and Von Pascoe at the waterway planting 

Fiona and Fred,  
mascots for the Hays 

Inlet Festival 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY 
for LAND FOR WILDLIFE 

2008 marks the tenth anniversary of the Land for Wildlife 

Scheme. Celebrations for the anniversary include the 
launch of an anniversary publication featuring case stud-
ies of Land for Wildlife properties, weed control, regen-
eration and nature refuges. For more information contact 
Pam Malyszek on 4923 7542. 



NEUTRAL ENSO CONDITIONS  
TO PERSIST 

BOM WEBSITE 
Neutral ENSO conditions are now firmly established in 
the tropical Pacific. Over the past two weeks most indi-
cators of ENSO have weakened further. Sea surface tem-
peratures are now close to normal (generally within 1°C) 
across the entire basin, including close to the dateline 
where the last remnants of the La Niña had persisted. 
The Trade Winds have moderated further, cloudiness 
near the dateline has been near-normal and the SOI has 
also been in the neutral range since May. Temperatures 
in the sub-surface of the tropical Pacific Ocean have also 
moderated in the centre and west of the basin but weak 
warming has occurred in the east. All ENSO indicators 
are now neutral.  
Climate model forecasts of ENSO show that neutral con-
ditions are likely to continue throughout 2008. Most 
models show some warming in the coming season. None 
suggest a redevelopment of a La Niña and only a minor-
ity predict an El Niño developing. Those forecasts that 
do were based on conditions in early June when Trade 
Winds had weakened, a situation that has now eased. 
More recent forecasts favour neutral conditions. As win-
ter is a period of relatively high predictability the persis-
tence of neutral conditions is considered the most likely 
scenario in the coming months. However, there is still a 
small chance of an El Niño in 2008, as events have been 
known to evolve late in the year. The Pacific will con-
tinue to be monitored closely for any signs of El Niño 
growth.  
The Indian Ocean is currently in a positive phase of the 
Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD), but the index used to meas-
ure the IOD has weakened considerably since its peak in 
early June. Those models that forecast the IOD show it 
persisting but moderating further throughout the rest of 
the year. As a positive IOD is known to increase the 
chance of below normal winter-spring rainfall in south-
east Australia, its evolution will also be closely moni-
tored. 

Moreton Bay Regional Council in conjunction with Energex  
presents the 2008 Outside and Alive Festival. 

 

PADDLE THE PINE 
 

SUNDAY AUGUST 17  7– 10.30AM 
 

• Explore the best rivers that our region has to 
offer! 

• Includes a free sausage sizzle and shuttle bus 
back to your car.  

• Do a full trip or begin from Acacia Park. 
• Bring your own canoes/kayaks or book one of 

ours! 
• Free activity! 
 

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL 
phone 3480 6543 

Bookings open Monday August 4 at 8.30am 
 

Meeting at: 
Leis Park Leis Parade Lawnton 
Bob Bell Park Learmonth St Strathpine 
 

Both groups meet at Acacia Park (Murrumba 
Downs) for morning tea and then paddle to Dohles 
Rocks. 

RIVER CLEAN 
SUNDAY 10 AUGUST  1.30 — 4.00PM 

 

• Get your club, group, or organisation in-
volved! 

 

• We need your help to protect our waterways! 
 

• Three meeting locations: 
  Leis Park 
  Bob Bell Park 
  Dohles Rocks boat ramp 
 

Free sausage sizzle and refreshments at Dohles 
Rocks & Leis Park from 4.00pm 
 

For more information contact Graeme Ferguson on 3480 
6643 or graeme.ferguson@moretonbay.qld.gov.au 

GAMBA GRASS: official menace 
The Rural Tea Break June 2008 

Landholders are being warned to seek advice before 
planting non-native pasture grasses. In April, the Queen-
sland Government declared Gamba grass a Class 2 weed. 
This African grass, which grows up to four meters tall, is 
flourishing in pastoral land throughout Queensland. Land-
holders are not required to eradicate the grass, but they 
are responsible for its control - or face a fine. Guidelines 
and enforcement policies are being developed by DPI. 
Contact the Dept. of Primary Industries for more informa-
tion or speak to your local shire council. 



After the flood... Reflections on 
 recent flood events in southeast 

Queensland and implications  
for property management 
Article and photographs by Darryl Larsen 

Land for Wildlife Extension Officer 

Gold Coast City Council   
“Article reproduced with permission from the Land for 
Wildlife South East Queensland May 2008 newsletter” 
Just when we wondered if we would ever see some water 
in our creeks and dams again! Some southeast Queen-
sland properties certainly got a bit more than they’d seen 
for a long time but rain events were quite localised. For 
example, in the Gold Coast hinterland the Springbrook 
Plateau experienced extremely heavy rain over a 24 hour 
period in early January causing significant flooding in 
Numinbah, Tallebudgera and Austinville Valleys. In these 
river valleys, Land for Wildlife properties suffered con-
siderable damage to tracks creek crossings and revegeta-
tion work. Some long term residents considered it the 
worst flooding they’d ever experienced!  However, other 
parts of the Gold Coast received only moderate rainfall at 
that time. 
Many factors affect the severity of flooding at a particular 
location. These include the size of the catchment, the 
amount and intensity of rainfall and the extent to which 
the soil is saturated from earlier rainfall events. In this 
case, extremely intense rainfall at Springbrook following 
heavy rainfall in the previous weeks resulted in severe but 
relatively localised flooding. 
From an ecological point of view floods are simply part 
of a natural cycle which the native wildlife is adapted to 
survive or even benefit from. However, where humans 
have modified waterways and catchments there can be 
problems. 
From the human point of view one of the difficulties with 
floods is their unpredictability. The next big flood could 
be in twenty years…or it could be tomorrow. We can be-
come complacent. 
Residents who are new to an area will not have experi-
enced a severe flood and may have difficulty imagining 
how a flood will affect their property. The resulting igno-
rance or complacency can lead to injudicious clearing of 
vegetation, poorly sited or constructed driveways, fences, 
tracks and creek crossings. 
While the severity of the recent floods was exceptional in 
some locations the lessons reinforce past experience: 
• Clearing of vegetation on slopes leaves the land 
vulnerable to erosion and slippage. 
• Riparian revegetation projects are always a bit of a 
gamble – the new plants can disappear downstream if 
they’ve not had time to establish or they can be flattened 
and smothered by flood debris. 
• Some native plants, like sedges and rushes, can 
stand up to flooding amazingly well. 

• The appearance of streams can change dramatically 
after a flood due to flattening or complete removal of na-
tive vegetation and weeds and scouring of sediment bars 
deposited over the years. Heavy logs and boulders are 
floated, bounced and dragged far downstream causing 
havoc on the way. The main channel may migrate some 
distance from its previous position, particularly where the 
original stream channel has become blocked by sediment, 
debris and weeds. 
• Floods can be very hard on infrastructure like 
roads, bridges, crossings and fences. 

Photo caption: 

Dec 2007 - Jan 2008. Floods can dramatically change 

the appearance of a watercourse overnight. These photos 

of a Land for Wildlife property on the upper Nerang 

River were taken one month apart. Floods scour out sedi-

ment bars and weed clumps, undercut banks and deposit 

logs, rocks and gravel (along with assorted pieces of out-

door furniture) from far upstream.  

Above: Flood site before December 2007  
 
Below: Flood site after January 2008 



THE DRUM ON 
SOUTH PINE 

Jann McArthur 
Project Officer & Volunteer Coordinator

(0419 029 585, southpine@bigpond.com) 

Gavin Magarry 
Nursery Manager for 

Pine Rivers Community Nursery 
3264 3953 

  

Finally, winter has arrived and maybe the weeds will stop 
growing as fast as we can remove them. The Madeira vine 
(Anredera cordifolia) has been particularly vigorous in its 
growth; vines are trying to retake areas within weeks of 
being removed or sprayed and they are much heavier, 
with leaves; about double the usual weight. In my seven 
and half years managing this project I have never seen so 
much growth this late in the year. 
Congratulations to the River Warriors and other support-
ing community volunteers for achievements this financial 
year. They have succeeded in planting 13,935 local 
provenance seedlings, restored another 2.06 hectares of 
endangered regional ecosystem 12.3.1 and maintained 4.4 
hectares of previously restored rainforest as well as tar-
geted 7,000m2 of weeds, mainly vines, outside the 
revegetation sites. Well done team and I’m sure the rest of 
the year will be just as successful. 
The ABC program “Gardening Australia” filmed the great 
work of volunteers from the South Pine River project and 
the Pine Rivers community nursery. The episode featur-
ing our volunteers will be screened August 16 . It will be 
interesting to see the finished product and what has been 
left on the cutting room floor. It was most interesting to 
talk with Colin Campbell about revegetation and native 
plants; he was very impressed with the growth and sur-
vival rates of the plants in sites, the volume of weeds in 
unrestored areas and the huge difference that revegetation 
has made. If the filming had been a week later we would 
have had a different story to tell, as the unseasonal rainfall 
and subsequent flooding of the river was a sight to be-
hold. (see photos) We were concerned for the seedlings 
that had been planted the weekend before the deluge but 
because the volunteers followed proper planting proce-
dure they held in the ground while the water flowed two 
metres over them. 
If you or any of your friends would like to become part of 
this fun, become a River Warrior and learn about revege-
tation, weeds and native plants. Be in the car park at 
Kumbartcho Sanctuary, 15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday by 7.30am. (UBD Map 
107 N16) 
Don’t forget the National Tree Day planting Sunday 27 
July, on the river below Kumbartcho Sanctuary from 
8.00am – 11.00am. Come along and make a difference. 
 

On behalf of all the volunteers that work on the South 
Pine River project I would like to wish Tim all the best 
for his future now he’s leaving the Catchment Coordina-
tor’s position. I’m sure he will succeed in what ever he 
decides to do. 

 

Opening Hours of Community Nursery 
 Thursday and Friday 9.00 - 3.00pm 
 Saturday 8.00 - 12.00 noon 
 
• A variety of native shrubs and trees   
• Plants suitable for acreage and residential proper-

ties 
• Drop in and have a chat about your gardening 

situation 
• Volunteers make this nursery possible and under 

the incentive scheme, you are entitled to one plant 
for every hour of work you volunteer!  

• Come and visit the nursery in beautiful Kumbart-
cho Sanctuary at 15 Bunya Pine Court (off Drapers 
Road) Eatons Hill. 

Above: Normal river level at the causeway May 28 ‘08  
 
Below: South Pine River over the causeway June 3 ‘08  



 Name………………………………………………….. 
Address………………………………………….…… 
………………………………………………………… 
State……………….Postcode…………….………… 

Phone Contact…………………………………..…… 
Email address (and we will send the newsletter via email) 
………………………………………………………… 
 

Please circle  
One year Membership: $5.00  
Three year Membership: $15.00 
 

Please make cheques payable to North and South Pine Inte-
grated Catchment Association or pay in person by visiting  Envi-
ronment Centre, Kumbartcho, Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill. 
Contact details: PO Box 2066, Strathpine, Qld 4500 
Phone: 3325 1577 Fax: 3325 1588  

Are you interested in 
becoming a member of 
Pine Rivers Catchment 

Association? 
 

Membership subscription to PRCA is $5.00 per year 
which entitles you to receive a year’s subscription to 
the bi-monthly INFO-FLOW, voting rights at our 
meetings and a 5% discount for any private work 
you may want the PRCA business unit to do on your 
property. 
 

INFO-FLOW will only be sent to financial members 
but is available free at Kumbartcho, Environment 
Centre, Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill. Contact 
PRCA for further information. 

DATE ACTIVITY CONTACT 

Sunday 
July 27 

8.00 - 11.00am 

National Tree Day Planting below Kumbartcho Sanctuary. Morning Tea provided 
UBD Map 107 M16  

Jann 
3325 1577 

0419 029 585 

Tuesday 
July 29 

4.00 - 6.00pm 

Pine Rivers Catchment Association Annual General Meeting   
Venue: Kumbartcho, Environment Centre 15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill.  
All welcome. 

Tim 
3325 1577 

Sunday 
August 10 
1.30 – 4pm 

River Clean Three locations: Leis Park, Bob Bell Park and Dohles Rocks boat ramp. 
Free sausage sizzle and refreshments at Dohles Rocks & Leis Park from 4.00pm. 
Seeking volunteers and the use of water craft (canoes, motorboats etc) for the day. All 
safety equipment (tongs and sharps disposal units) will be provided by Council. 

Graeme Ferguson 
3480 6643  

Saturday 
August 16 

9.00 - 11.30am 

Free Kumbartcho Workshop  Creating a Frog Friendly Garden Using Native 
Plants Swing in a hammock on your veranda and be serenaded to sleep by a chorus of 
joyous frog voices. Jenny Holdway from the Frog Society of Queensland will teach 
you how to create a little froggy heaven where you live. 

Kumbartcho Nursery 
3264 3953 

Saturday 
August 16 

6.30pm 

Gardening Australia Turn the TV on to ABC1 as Colin Campbell will be highlighting 
the great work that volunteers can do, featuring our volunteers from the South Pine 
River project and the Pine Rivers community nursery. 

 

Sunday 
August 17 

7 – 10.30am 

Paddle the Pine Free activity. Explore the best rivers in the region! 
Bookings essential. Bookings open Monday August 4 

MBRC 
3480 6543 

Saturday 
September 13  
9.00 - 11.30am  

Free Kumbartcho Workshop  Creating a Butterfly and Insect Friendly Garden 
Using Native Plants Enjoy butterfly kisses and caterpillar tickles. Embrace the secret 
life of butterflies and insects and delight in the delicate nature of these special creatures 
at your place.  

Kumbartcho Nursery 
3264 3953 

  

Saturday 
October 18 

9.00 - 11.30am  

Free Kumbartcho Workshop  Creating a Bird Friendly Garden Using Native 
Plants Does the opportunity to discover new types of birdlife in your backyard 
everyday get you excited? Let John Bowden help you design the ultimate bird-
attracting garden. 

Kumbartcho Nursery 
3264 3953 

Friday 
August 1 
12 noon 

Farewell BBQ An “office hours” BBQ farewell for Tim is to be held Friday August 1 
12.00pm onwards at Kumbartcho – all welcome! 

Tim 
3325 1577 


