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CARING FOR THE  
CATCHMENT 

Tim Odgers 
Catchment Co-ordinator 

 

PINE RIVERS CATCHMENT ASSOCIATION  
GENERAL MEETING 

 

Operational Planning for 2007—2008 

 

Tuesday April 10 4.00 - 6.00pm 
 

All are welcome 
Venue: Kumbartcho, Environment Centre 
             15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill 
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• Assurance of value for money quotations for on ground 
works 

• Recognition of the priorities of SEQ Water in our on 
ground works 

• Advice on cost effective measures and on arising issues 
of relevance to SEQ Water 

Operational Plan Development  

PRCA is considering, in its consolidation year what it is 
that we should be doing to achieve our mission “To pro-
mote action within the community, and through interested 

sectors to achieve sustainable, responsible and productive 

management of the catchments both now and in the fu-

ture”. We are developing an Operational Plan to capture 
our current directions and needs of our stakeholders and 
to develop a “tick list” of annual objectives and activities 
from which we can asses our performance. This plan will 
be the focus of the next few meetings where we will be 
looking at the draft operational plan that has been devel-
oped based on our current actions and discussing and add-
ing new objectives and outcomes from the committee. 

 Want to apply for a grant but all that paperwork’s 

just too daunting? 
The Pine Rivers Catchment Association supports on 
ground people delivering outcomes and can assist you to 
with the difficult side of grant applications, project finan-
cial management and project acquittal we can also pro-
vide insurance for projects and events as part of our wider 
service to the community. This grant administration   
service is entirely funded by H2O Catchment Services. 
 
 
 
. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The date of the next general meeting coincides with the 

third anniversary of my employment as catchment coordi-

nator for PRCA. The challenge of establishing H2O, co-
ordination of the RMIS, promoting collaborative action 
by all parties and working with the many passionate peo-
ple who volunteer their time to make a difference has 
made my time to date in this position so enjoyable for me.  
PRCA’s two nominations for Healthy Waterways 
Award make it to the finals… 
1.PRCA’s 2006 Riparian Management Incentive Scheme 

(RMIS3) has been announced as a finalist for the SEQ 
Water Rural Award in the Healthy Waterways awards. 

2. PRCA’s Chairman – Jim Dale has been nominated for 
the Healthy Waterways – Waterways Champion award 
under the same awards. 

A dual Healthy Waterways Award would greatly assist 
PRCA in our tenth year to consolidate our organisation 
and to gain regional recognition for our ongoing work. 

MOU—PRCA and SEQ Water 

PRCA and SEQ Water have recently signed a Memoran-
dum Of Understanding formalising our partnership and 
paving the way for the continuation of our  productive 
and cooperative relationship. 
Benefits to PRCA 

• Guaranteed financial support for the catchment coordi-
nator position to 2009/2010 financial year 

• Our placement on SEQ Waters panel of providers for 
on ground work as a highly specialised natural area 
management contractor 

• Ongoing support for our on ground programs (CMIS, 
workshops etc) 

Benefits to SEQ Water 

• Access to our intellectual property and networking ca-
pacity 

• Collaborative working arrangement to enhance water-
way and water quality in the North Pine Catchment 

 
 



The State of Queensland as represented by the 
Department of Natural Resources and Water 
(“the Department”) has arranged and paid the 
insurance premiums for 3 insurance policies for 
personal accident liability, public liability and 
association liability (“the Policies”) for Landcare 
groups across the State of Queensland 
(including the Pine Rivers Catchment Associa-
tion (PRCA)). PRCA has been provided with cop-
ies of the Policies. 
In order to obtain the policies of insurance the commit-

tee of PRCA has had to warrant that reasonable steps 

have been taken to ensure: 

a) each present member of the Group has been in-
formed of the Policies by the Group and ac-
cepts  and agrees to comply with the terms and con-
ditions of the Policies ; 
b) any future member of the Group is to be informed 
of the Policies by the Group  and required to accept 
and comply with the terms and conditions of the 
Policies. 
 
The Committee of PRCA has also had to acknowl-
edge that:: 
 
a) failure of any member of the Group to comply with 
the terms and conditions of the Policies may result in 
the cessation of the provision of insurance to the 
Group by the insurer; 
 
b) information which may contain personal informa-
tion (such as names and addresses) regarding the 
Group may be disclosed to the insurance broker 
and/or the insurer by the Department in connection 
with the provision of insurance coverage for the le-
gitimate activities of the Group; 
 
c) the Group will deal directly with the insurance bro-
ker and/or insurer should: 

(i) any information be required by the insur-
ance broker and/or insurer regarding the 
Group; 
(ii) there be any queries by a member of the 
Group regarding the extent of coverage un-
der the Policies; 
(iii) any claim be made by a member of the 
Group under the Policies; and 
 

d) the Department is not the relevant insurer and 
that the Department accepts no liability whatsoever.  
In particular, under no circumstances is the Depart-
ment (or its officers, employees or agents) liable to 
the Group for any direct, indirect or consequential 
loss or damage, howsoever caused (including, with-
out limitation, sustained as a result of negligence).  

A Biosphere for the D’Aguilar Range  

Ros Leslie—Biosphere Project Coordinator  
A local committee is progressing towards the develop-
ment of a Biosphere Area that aims to encompass the 
D’Aguilar Range and the surrounding landscape. Bio-
sphere areas are regional landscapes that are managed by 
voluntary agreement and strive to fulfill three basic func-
tions: a conservation function (protection of biodiversity 
and ecosystems), a sustainable development function and 
a logistic function (provides support for research, educa-
tion and information exchange).  
Biosphere areas are managed to promote social, economic 
and natural values in such a way that secures these values 
into the long term future. They are linked within an inter-
national network of areas that, like World Heritage Areas, 
are listed by the United Nations Educational Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation. Their ambition is to find ap-
propriate responses to the difficulties of integrated natural 
resource management and sustainable development whilst 
protecting biodiversity. A key component of a Biosphere 
area is cooperative management and information ex-
change across communities and across agencies  
For further information or to become involved contact 

r.leslie@uq.edu.au 

 
Catchment Management Incentive Scheme 

SEQ Catchments has approved funding of PRCA’s 
$111 000 Catchment Management Incentive Scheme, this 
project to be matched by cash and in-kind labour will 
have a total value of over $250 000. Some of the projects 
to be undertaken include. 
• Riparian Management Incentives Scheme 4 (RMIS4) - 

cash funding for fencing, off stream watering points 
and revegetation materials on privately managed creeks 

• Treating primarily Cats Claw in the Upper South Pine, 
Cedar Ck, Kobble Creek and the Upper North Pine 
River, Priority Riparian weed management public ri-
parian parkland  

• Providing cash funding to PRSC to match cash expen-
diture treating primarily Cats Claw on parkland adjoin-
ing private Cats Claw projects 

• Treatment of Madeira Vine on upper Dawson Ck – Mt 
Nebo 

• Horse management on small properties workshops  
Funding is now available for works on private land via 

PRCA’s simple application and reporting process, con-

tact Tim for further information on how to apply. 
 

Pine Rivers Shire Council’s Community Assistance 

Scheme 
The next round of Pine Rivers Shire Councils Community 
Assistance Scheme is open in April for projects running 
between July and December 2007.  See 
www.pinerivers.qld.gov.au or call 3480 6666 for applica-
tion forms and further details. 



The drought has been really making itself felt over the 
past year, firstly by making it harder to collect seeds for 
the nursery. The trees in the wild (from where we source 
our seed) are just not producing much seed at all. This 
means that I have to travel a lot further and visit many 
more trees than normal and that I just haven't been able to 
have certain plants in the nursery this year. On top of this 
our sales for the year have dropped off as water restric-
tions have lead people to believe that they won’t be  able 
to plant trees. However, natives need very little water to 
become established, in fact if planted correctly, watering 
once a week for a few weeks is more than enough, so 
even in level 5 water restrictions there is no need to have 
a bare spot in your garden! So come on down to grab a 
few native plants and get some good advice on how to get 
your garden going through the drought. 

Wildlife Hospital Update—Wanda Grabowski 

As a volunteer carer of sick, injured and orphaned koalas 
at the Australian Wildlife Hospital (operated by Wildlife 
Warriors) based near Australia Zoo I have the pleasure of 
letting you know that the facilities at the Australian Wild-
life Hospital will be re-developed to construct the worlds 
biggest wildlife hospital. 
Construction is expected to commence in April /May 
2007.  The building will be over 1900 sq m under roof 
and will comprise of 2 operating theatres, 4 intensive care 
units, 2 major treatment rooms and a number of consult 
rooms.  It will also host a training centre and accommoda-
tion for staff and international vet students. 
The facility will have the capacity to help up to 10,000 
animals per year (although we hope we don’t get to that 
number).  It will be accessible to the public who will be 
able to witness life-saving vet surgery through glass view-
ing windows.  Others will have the opportunity to see op-
erations via live web vision to a global audience. 
This is a vital surgical and medical facility to treat wild-
life (most of which is referred to the hospital by volunteer 
wildlife carers).  It has the potential to become the worlds 
leading wildlife medical training centre.  In this way the 
hospital will help Australian wildlife but also train wild-
life carers around the world. 
The Australian Wildlife Hospital will also be constructed 
using eco-friendly building materials and utilizing energy 
efficient techniques so that the facility is truly sensitive to 
the environment. Using materials such as straw bale, 
rammed earth, solar panels, recycled materials and water 
conservation products it will be a facility that really saves 
the environment. 
The Australian Government has committed $2.5M to-
wards the project – which now is expected to cost over 
$5M to complete however with the support of companies 
who can provide the materials and individual donors the 
Wildlife Warrior team is hopeful that they can complete 
the hospital by the end of this year.  The building will 
represent a fitting monument to the memory of the chari-
ties founder Steve Irwin – and will give thousands of 
young Aussie wildlife a second chance. 
FIND ANY SICK, INJURED AND ORPHANED WILDLIFE 

PLEASE RING THE HOT LINE NUMBER 1300 369 652. 

 

NURSERY REPORT 
Gavin Mcgarry 

Nursery Manager for 
Pine Rivers Community Nursery 

The end of the El Niño 
Source Bureau of Meteorology 28/3/07 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/ 

Central to eastern Pacific sea-surface temperatures have 
remained close to average during March, following the 
rapid cooling that took place during January and February 
at the end of the 2006/07 El Niño event. The SOI, Trade 
Winds and Pacific cloud patterns are other ENSO indica-
tors which are currently in a neutral phase. There appears 
to be little chance of a return to El Niño conditions in 2007, 
with a continuation of neutral, or a switch to La Niña con-
ditions, the more likely outcomes. 
 
A  L a  N i ñ a  i n  2 0 0 7 ? 
The chance of a La Niña developing in 2007 is thought to 
be higher than the long-term average (which is about one 
in five or 20%) because  
(a) they have a tendency to follow an El Niño;  
(b)  the 2006/07 El Niño decayed somewhat earlier than 

normal thereby giving time for a La Niña to begin 
developing during the critical March to June period; 
and  

(c)  a large pool of cold sub-surface water remains in the 
central to eastern tropical Pacific Ocean and is start-
ing to affect surface temperatures in the region. 

 
La Niña events are generally associated with wetter than 
normal conditions across much of the eastern half of the 
country from about autumn.  
 
The latest SOI graph from the BOM is in the adjoining col-

umn 

 
 
 



The remainder of this page is an extract from Boral’s 

“Changing Perceptions” newsletter edited by Elke Stapf 

The new concrete plant at Lawnton is the largest Boral 
concrete plant in Queensland. It can produce in excess of 
240m3 of concrete per hour. Some of it’s innovative fea-
tures are the arrangement of weigh-underbins, silo overfill 
protection, slump stands minimising the distribution of 
concrete waste and a loading hood reducing fugitive dust. 
Another extraordinary feature is its $65K landscaping. 
The mass planting of trees will reduce the visual impact 
on the surrounding environment and will curtail dust dis-
tribution. 
The success of this project is a result of joint efforts be-
tween the environmental, safety, construction and produc-
tion teams. 
The completion of the construction was celebrated with a 
BBQ on Friday 28 July 06. All involved with the project 
from the development application stage through design, 
construction and to commissioning attended.  

Water Harvesting at Boral 
Water harvesting refers to the use of water collected on 
site on concrete batching. Harvesting has direct benefit to 
the business by reducing town water costs and promoting 
sustainable use of water. Increasing the site’s water stor-
age capacity by retrofitting above ground storage tanks 
is becoming common. The tanks provide increased water 
storage capacity reducing the amount of runoff dis-
charged to the stormwater system conversely increasing 
the volume of stormwater available for batching. 

Integrating the water storages (first flush, dirty water set-
tling pits, and storage tanks) with the concrete batching 
plant through plumbing and computerised technology 
allows water captured in the first flush and water harvest-
ing system to be used in concrete batching. This water is 
also used for washing down the site and at slump stands. 
Sites are designed such that wash down water flows back 
to the first flush system to be recycled. 
Best practice water management goes beyond water 
harvesting, looking at all water used at the plant. Water 
consumption savings are available through simple 
changes such as dust suppression systems (e.g. sprays and 
timers), and triggers on yard hoses. A more detailed un-
derstanding of delivery pressure requirements can also be 
used to identify water savings. 
Case study: Redcliffe Concrete Plant 
The Redcliffe concrete plant has recently been upgraded 
with the addition of a chisel pit and an above ground stor-
age tank (See: photograph below). Previously all 
clean ,dirty, and contaminated site runoff was directed to 
the contaminated settling pits, before being discharged to 
the stormwater system. With the introduction of the chisel 
pit, rainfall that lands on the clean and dirty area is now 
collected and pumped to the storage tank. This storage 
capacity has reduced the volume of water flowing to the 
first flush pits improving the performance of the pits. 
Area separation (i.e. contaminated, dirty, and clean) will 
be improved by simply installing bolt down rubber speed 
bumps. With these improvements the plant can withstand 
heavy rainfalls without discharging contaminated or dirty 
water into the environment.              

benefits of water management  
• Reduce consumption of town water; 
• Reduce waste; 
• Reduced production of contaminated stormwater; 
• Reduce pollution; 
• Improve public perception; and 
• Improve sustainability. 

Boral a finalist in the EPA Environment Awards 
 Boral has made the finals in the EPA Environment 
Awards for developing 'green' concrete which ensures 
that most water used at the company's concrete plants is 
recycled. Environment Minister Lindy Nelson-Carr today 
announced 21 Queensland finalists who were selected 
from nearly 100 entries in seven categories that recognise 
Queensland business leaders, companies and technologies 
for setting best practice benchmarks in environmental 
performance. 

Boral’s new Lawnton concrete plant 



THE DRUM ON 
SOUTH PINE 

Jann McArthur  
Project Officer & Volunteer Coordinator  

(0419 029 585, southpine@bigpond.com) 

THE DRUM ON SOUTH PINE 
Jann McArthur Project Officer & Volunteer Coordinator  

 

It’s all brush cutters go, the River Warriors are “on the 
road again”.  Finally the SPR project has acquired a 4x4 
vehicle and we can now go out to all the sites that have 
been left to fend for themselves since August last year 
when we lost the vehicle we used.   
 
The weed workshop on Sunday 25th March was a joy to 
facilitate and it was lovely to see all the NEW faces and 
some familiar ones.  It was a great exchange of knowl-
edge and I’d like to give a big THANK YOU to Craig, 
Amanda and Lauren from PRSC Parks Department not 
only for being presenters but helping set up and clean up.   
 
There will be two community tree plantings coming up 
and I do urge you and your friends to come and join the 
River Warriors on 21st April and 26th May.  There is al-
ways plenty of laughter, joy and refreshments that go 
along with the serious business of planting seedlings.  
Both plantings are within 50 meters walking distance of 
Kumbartcho Sanctuary.  See the back calendar of events 
for more details. 
 
I’d like you all to remember that this is the year for the 
Mangroves to Mountains Festival and as the South Pine 
River has done for the past six years we will be participat-
ing.  Make a note in your diaries, that there will be a com-
munity tree planting followed by a free twilight concert at 
Bunya Crossing Park on 23rd June. I will give more de-
tails closer to the event. 
 
Remember anyone can become a member of the River 
Warriors and help rehabilitate and restore the riparian 
rainforest on the South Pine River. To join please be in 
the car park at Kumbartcho Sanctuary , 15 Bunya Pine 
Crt (UBD Map 107 N16) by 7.45 on Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday mornings. 

H2O REPORT 
Belinda Yep 

Operations Manager for  
Hills to Oceans Catchment Service (H20) 

H2O has been successful in acquiring the contract to 
bring together the various aspects of the Hamilton Rd 
plant rescue into one revegetation project of mammoth 
proportions. 
Part A of the project is the reinstallation of the rescued 
vegetation at 5 sites within and around the Chermside 
Hills Conservation Reserve, including the Downfall 
Creek Bushland Centre. This part of the project incorpo-
rates the installation of 166 rescued Xanthorrhoea john-
sonii and the propagation of more then 2000 rare and 
threatened plant species including the locally rare 
Keraudreina sp. 
 
Part B of the project is the closure and repair of various 
unauthorised bike tracks that have caused significant 
damage to the delicate vegetation within the reserve.  The 
tracks are frequently used and will require patience and 
persistence in order to get them repaired and revegetated.  

 

Moreton Bay Marine Park Rezoning 

The current Zoning on the Moreton Bay Marine Park ex-
pires in September 2008, and must be reviewed and a new 
zoning plan implemented.  
The EPA have developed an website and on line survey 
regarding the rezoning www.epa.qld.gov.au/moretonbay 
or for further information free call 1800 105 789. 

Managing Horses on Small Properties Workshop 

The second of the three horse management on small prop-
erties workshops was a great success with 50 horse own-
ers from the upper Pine Catchments attending the day 
long event held on the 3rd of March.  
The workshops are a part of the educational component of 
the 2006 Catchment Management Incentive Scheme. 
Jane Meyers from Equiculture delivered a comprehensive 
presentation on a wide variety of issues and management 
options for ensuring a horse property is well managed for 
both the horses welfare and for the environment. 
Dayboro UQ vet, Malcolm Heath presented on equine 
dentistry, a significant issue arising from poorly managed 
pastures and also fielded many questions on looking after 
horses. 
The afternoon field trip visited a horse property in 
Wight’s Mountain, where the degraded pasture is being 
restored by the landholder with the assistance and advice 
of PRCA. Second in the field trip was Madison Park, a 
high quality adjustment property which is well set out and 
retains good grass cover. 

Training for Water Quality Monitoring 
A round of Free Cert III training in Water Quality Moni-
toring is being offered for the end of April. The first 
round was very successful.  
Training runs for one day and covers the basics and back-
ground to monitoring. No previous experience is neces-
sary, only a love and concern for our waterways. The next 
round of training probably won’t be available until next 
year. Contact Cheryl McLeod 5422 0516  
 cmcleod@seqcatchments.com.au  



 Name………………………………………………….. 
Address………………………………………….…… 
………………………………………………………… 
State……………….Postcode…………….………… 

Phone Contact…………………………………..…… 
Email address (and we will send the newsletter via email) 
………………………………………………………… 
 

Please circle  
One year Membership: $5.00  
Three year Membership: $15.00 
 

Please make cheques payable to North and South Pine Inte-
grated Catchment Association or pay in person by visiting  Envi-
ronment Centre, Kumbartcho, Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill. 
Contact details: PO Box 2066, Strathpine, Qld 4500 
Phone: 3325 1577 Fax: 3325 1588  

Are you interested in 
becoming a member of 
Pine Rivers Catchment 

Association? 
 

Membership subscription to PRCA is $5.00 per 
year which entitles you to receive a year’s sub-
scription to the bi-monthly INFO-FLOW, voting 
rights at our meetings and a 5% discount for any 
private work you may want the PRCA business 
unit to do on your property. 
 

INFO-FLOW will only be sent to financial members 
but is available free at Kumbartcho, Environment 
Centre, Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill. Contact 
PRCA for further information. 

DATEDATEDATEDATE    ACTIVITYACTIVITYACTIVITYACTIVITY    CONTACTCONTACTCONTACTCONTACT    

Wednesday 

April 11 

10.00am - 

11.00am 

Freaky, Furry, Scaly, Scary Wildlife Show Venue Eatons Hill. Geckos 
Wildlife Presentations will show us some lovable, some lazy, some furry 
some fabulous and fearsome fauna. Cost is free but bookings are essential. 

PRSC 
3480 6666 

Saturday 

April 21 

9.00am - 

11.30am 

Free Workshop Creating a fauna (and people) friendly bush tucker garden 
using nest boxes. Gavin Magarry, Nursery Manager and Qualified Carpenter 
will explain how to create nest boxes to suit the different fauna that needs 
homes made for them. Return home with a free nest box. 

Kumbartcho 
Sanctuary  
3264 3953 

Saturday 

April 21 

8.30 - 12 noon 

South Pine River Project Planting at Kumbartcho Environment Centre 
Bunya Pine Court UBD Map 107 Q20 Bring Hat, gloves, water and strong 
enclosed shoes. 

Jann 
3325 1577 

0419 029 585 

Sunday 

May 20 

8:30am –5pm 

Managing Horses on Small Properties Workshop learn the practical steps 
for better managing horse properties with Jane Meyers From Equiculture 
 at Kumbartcho Environment Centre Bunya Pine Court UBD Map 107 Q20 
$20 per head 

Trudi 
PRCA 

3325 1577 

Wednesday 23rd 

May 
Natural Resources Conference, , Brisbane Convention & Exhibition 

Centre. Visit  for information.  
http://

www.nrw.qld.gov.a
u/events/

nrconference/2006/
index.html 

Tuesday 5th June  World Environment Day  

Friday 8th June. World Oceans Day 

 
 

25-27 June 2007 2007 Rainforest Recovery Forum, , Griffith University, Brisbane.   
forums and field trips; keynote speakers and presenters from community 
groups, NRM bodies, government and research institutions; and poster 
presentations. For further information see the visit:  http://
www.landcare.org.au/RRforum07.htm.       

Landcare Queensland 
on 07 3211 4413 or 

Saturday 

May 26 

8:30—12 noon 

South Pine River Project Planting at Kumbartcho Environment Centre 
Bunya Pine Court UBD Map 107 Q20 Bring Hat, gloves, water and strong 
enclosed shoes. 

Jann 
3325 1577 

0419 029 585 


