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CARING FOR THE  
CATCHMENT 

Tim Odgers 

RiverClean 2007 
Over sixty people came to PRSC’s RiverClean and a great 
deal of rubbish was removed from the estuarine areas of 
the catchment. Most of the rubbish could be accessed 
from the banks as mangroves are quite an effective trap. 
Most of the rubbish was very light materials including 
plastic bottles, styrofoam, thongs and surprisingly a very 
large number of plastic garden pots. 
Lowland Catchment 
While at Riverclean we took the opportunity to search for 
rubbish in the South Pine River from the highway bridge 
to Westfield Strathpine. There is a great opportunity to 
enhance this section of the river through some stock fenc-
ing. Mangroves are an opportunistic species and grow 
readily but seem to really struggle under grazing pressure 
from cattle. We saw a lot of riverbank stability compro-
mised by a combination of boat wash, deep in-stream 
holes from historic gravel extraction and a lack of man-
groves. Fencing the waterway in this area will assist man-
grove regeneration. 
Hays Inlet Week 
The Hays Inlet Week is on again next year; many events 
are planned including boat cruises, catchment tours, plant-
ings and celebrations. We would like to hear from a wide 
range of community groups who would be interested in 
running an activity as part of the week. 
Boral and CVA weed Bells Scrub 
Boral staff, Conservation Australia and PRCA came to-
gether to undertake weed control in key areas of the 
catchment. Bells Scrub (Lawnton) and the North Pine 
River at Mt Pleasant were the focus of three weeks of Bo-
ral sponsored CVA effort. The CVA team was joined by 
Boral staff at their Lawnton Quarry to remove mock or-
ange, asparagus fern, ochna and madeira vine. The CVA 
team also worked with H2O and the Green Corps to sup-
port landholders with the massive cat’s claw infestations. 

PINE RIVERS CATCHMENT ASSOCIATION  
CHRISTMAS PARTY & GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday December 11 4.00 - 6.00pm 
Guest speaker: Glenn Withers, Supervisor - Waterways 
Revegetation Pine Rivers Shire Council will speak on 
waterways revegetation and maintenance in Pine Riv-
ers, focussing on constructed wetland plantings and 
removal of aquatic weeds by Council. 
Venue: Kumbartcho, Environment Centre 15 Bunya 
Pine Court, Eatons Hill. 

All welcome 
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Jann and Natasha Wright on board for RiverClean  

KAP Plants a Koala corridor 
Koala Action Pine Rivers assisted with the planting of 
160 trees across 5ha of SEQWater land at Kobble Creek. 
The planting, funded jointly by SEQCatchments and 
SEQWater is part of a major program to enhance the 
qualities of key wildlife corridors. These corridors link 
SEQWater’s Nature Refuge with the surrounding ranges. 
Work in the Kobble Creek area includes improved fenc-
ing, expansion of the Gold’s Scrub firebreak to outside 
the planted area, removal of many hectares of feral pines, 
wildlife surveys, fire management plans, off-stream wa-
tering points and lantana control. 



communicators said they wish they had environment cen-
tres in their regions like Kumbartcho! If you would like to 
know more about regional NRM bodies across Queen-
sland visit www.rgc.org.au or email Natasha, nata-
shaw@rgc.org.au.  

State Communicators at Kumbartcho 

COMMUNICATORS AT KUMBARTCHO 
Natasha Wright 

Sharing our experiences and learning with each other is 
one of the most important parts of making positive 
changes in our communities and natural areas. Communi-
cators from across the state recently met at Kumbartcho 
to work together on improving communications activities. 
The Communications Officers who visited Kumbartcho 
like to spread the word about many different projects 
which aim to manage and preserve the biodiversity, land, 
air, water, coastal and marine resources which we all de-
pend on. These communicators work with the 14 regional 
natural resource management (NRM) bodies across 
Queensland who works in partnership with the commu-
nity and funds NRM projects, like SEQ Catchments. In 
Kumbartcho’s natural setting, the communicators devel-
oped some key messages and tactics to share across the 
regions. These efforts are to inform the wider community 
of the issues we face and ways we can manage our natural 
assets together. The regional communicators found their 
visit to Kumbartcho very refreshing and inspiring. Some  

LA NINA INTENSIFIES 
A La Niña event is well established in the Pacific, with 
further intensification evident during the past three weeks. 
The main characteristics of the event are colder than aver-
age temperatures along the equator both on and below the 
surface, stronger than average Trade Winds and reduced 
cloudiness. The Southern Oscillation Index (SOI) is the 
one ENSO indicator that is yet to show a typical La Niña 
signal: it remains neutral at about +6 for the past 30 days. 
Computer models forecast the La Niña to last at least until 
the southern autumn of 2008.  
Ocean temperatures immediately to the north and north-
west of Australia (to near Sumatra) have been warming 
during October and November, although they remain 
somewhat cooler than would normally be observed during 
a La Niña. This would suggest an increased chance of a 
more typical La Niña rainfall pattern over Australia over 
the coming months. 

SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND  
CATCHMENTS HOLD AGM 

Simon Brown (Community Partnerships Manager, 

Pine/Pumicestone/SEQC) 

On the November 16, South East Queensland Catchments 
(SEQC) held its AGM which was preceded by the AGMs 
of both NRMSEQ and Western Catchments. The CEO, 
Simon Warner, presented the annual report and high-
lighted the significant investment in NRM in the SEQ 
region over the last 12 months. Of the 180 external con-
tracts managed by SEQC, 152 were new contracts total-
ling approximately $4.9 million of investment.  
Key programs included investment in Land for Wildlife, 
Farm Forestry, Community Water Monitoring, Capturing 
the Region with High Resolution Satellite Imagery, the 
Ecosystem Services Program, the Regional Climate 
Change Adaptation Demonstration Project and the SEQ 
Irrigation Futures Project.  
Simon then went on to highlight the work underway to 
contribute to the new SEQ Regional NRM Plan which 
will sit within the SEQ Regional Plan. He stated that the 
strong support coming from all sectors has been very en-
couraging.  
Simon finished his presentation by highlighting that con-
tinual collaboration with all stakeholders within the re-
gion would be paramount in the success of SEQC con-
tinuing to deliver productive and sustainable outcomes. 
If you would like further information about any of the 
programs invested in by SEQC please don’t hesitate to 
call me on 0400 910 683.  
Quote of the day: ‘Save the Earth. It’s the only planet in 
the universe with chocolate’ (Anon) 

 

KUMBARTCHO NURSERY will be closed 
for two weeks starting Saturday 22 December. 



KUMBARTCHO WORKSHOPS 2008 
All workshops are on a  

Saturday from 9.00am till 11.30am 
Workshop 1 - February 16 Creating a Wildlife 
Friendly Garden Using Native Plants Turn your back-
yard WILD by joining Ric the Wildman Nattrass who 
will take participants through a DIY on how to do it.  
 

Workshop 2 – March 15 Creating a Fauna Friendly 
Garden Using Nest boxes Start making homes for wild-
life at your place. Different types of nest boxes attract 
different wildlife so join Gavin Magarry – Nursery Man-
ger and qualified carpenter as he explains how to create 
them. 
 

Workshop 3 – April 19 Creating a Koala, Possum and 
Glider Friendly Garden Using Native Plants Look out 
your window and see possums and gliders at play and 
sleepy koalas in your gum trees. Scott Burnett from Wild-
life Queensland will guide you on the best way to create 
the type of ecology that will attract these furry friends to 
your backyard.  
 

Workshop 4 – May 17 Creating a Rainforest Garden 
Using Native Plants A canopy of trees who’s branches 
reach like arms up to the sky and a forest floor which is 
cool and inviting. Join Gavin Magarry – Nursery Man-
ager of Pine Rivers Community Nursery and create this 
Eden at your place. An asset to both your property and 
local fauna species. 
 

Workshop 5 – June 21 Creating a Fauna Friendly 
Dam/Creek Using Native Plants Irkey! Perky! The wa-
ters murky! Is your dam or creek an eyesore not an asset? 
Join Tim Odgers Co-ordinator of Pine Rivers Catchment 
Association and learn how to create an aquatic wonder-
land right where you live. 
 

Workshop 6 – July 19 Creating a Fauna (and people) 
Friendly Bush Tucker Garden Native Mulberry pie, 
Lillypilly jam or Finger Lime Marmalade –sounds so 
good my tummy is rumbling! Let John Bowden tempt 
your tastebuds with the delights of bush tucker plants that 
are delicious to you and our local wildlife. 
 

Workshop 7 – August 16 Creating a Frog Friendly 
Garden Using Native Plants Swing in a hammock on 
your veranda and be serenaded to sleep by a chorus of 
joyous frog voices. Jenny Holdway from the Frog Society 
of Queensland will teach you how to create a little froggy 
heaven where you live. 
 

Workshop 8 – September 13 Creating a Butterfly and 
Insect Friendly Garden Using Native Plants Enjoy 
butterfly kisses and caterpillar tickles. Embrace the 
secret life of butterflies and insects and delight in the deli-
cate nature of these special creatures at your place.  
 

Workshop 9 – October 18 
Creating a Bird Friendly Garden Using Native Plants 
Does the opportunity to discover new types of birdlife in  

your backyard everyday get you excited? Let John Bow-
den help you design the ultimate bird-attracting garden. 
 

Workshop 10 – November 15 Creating a ‘Native Bee’ 
Friendly Garden Using Native Plants. These little guys 
are the real Doo-Bees Dr Tim Heard from CSIRO will 
teach you which native plants are ‘Native Bee Friendly’ 
and what you have to do to have native bees (and their 
honey) thrive at your place. 
 

Workshop 11 – December 6 Professional tips and tech-
niques used in the design, establishment and mainte-
nance of you garden. Mark Thomson of Plan to Plant 
Garden Design Service, will illustrate creative and aes-
thetic garden designs using contemporary themes and the 
use of native or indigenous plant selections. 
 

Please make your selection and contact Kim:  
at Kumbartcho Sanctuary 15 Bunya Pine Court Eatons 
Hill 4037, Ph: 3264 3953, fax to 3264 3953 or 
E-mail kimp@kumbartcho.org.au 

 

COCOS PALM - QUEEN PALM 
Syagrus romanzoffiana 

Six ways Cocos /Queen palms kill flying-foxes:  
 By poisoning when seeds are eaten green in times of 
hunger (September to January) 
 Sticky fruits can cause severe constipation causing 
dehydration and death in young animals. 
 Toes caught in flower sheath causing self-mutilation 
and death. 
 Whole body or body parts caught in strappy leaves that 
are easily shredded by claws creating a 
‘cocoon’ effect around the animal causing stress and 
death if not physically removed. 
 Juvenile animals can get seeds caught at back of dog 
like canine teeth causing slow death from 
starvation. 
 Premature wearing of teeth due to the hard seed – Fly-
ing-foxes have been known to live for 30 years 
in captivity but wild animals who appear young are now 
presenting with worn, missing or even no 
teeth. 
This South-American palm has been a popular garden and 
street tree for its fast growth and tropical look it is now 
regarded as a non-desirable plant due to its rapid spread 
into bushland and its harmful effect of many species of 
wildlife. Tree lopping companies say it is keeping them in 
work as it becomes increasingly unpopular with gardeners 
and councils due to its high maintenance costs. 
 

Do flying-foxes and yourself a favour – remove Co-

cos Palms from our environment. 
Bat Care Brisbane Inc. Helpline 332 11 22, 
www.bats.org.au, info@bats.org.au 



MEPA STRATEGIC 
WEED PARTNERSHIP 

Building on many years of voluntary work by the com-
munities of Mt Glorious and Mt Nebo, the Mt Nebo and 
Mt Glorious Environment Protection Association 
(MEPA), over the last three years has built successful 
partnerships to promote a more coordinated weed man-
agement system for the area's road and power corridors, 
public lands and private properties. With the proposed 
D'Aguilar National Park on the west side of the project 
area, weed control along the key corridors serves to pro-
tect the Park and adjoining areas against the devastating 
impact these pests can have. 
With partners Pine Rivers Shire Council, Brisbane City 
Council, SEQ Catchments, Powerlink, Energex, Greening 
Australia, Main Roads, and Queensland Parks and Wild-
life, a fund has been developed which now amounts to 
some $74,000 per annum. Efforts have concentrated on 
the control of environmentally significant weeds (e.g. ma-
deira vine, cat's claw creeper, Privet, Chinese elm, Indian 
ginger, signal grass, Guinea grass, molasses grass) along 
the 50km of road corridors from the Gap to Wivenhoe 
Outlook and the 30km of power corridors in the area. 
This high-profile work program has attracted interest 
from adjoining residents who are becoming increasingly 
aware and engaged in the weed control. Now in its second 
full year of funding and assisted by the on-going drought, 
results in the first year have been outstanding. 

 

HAWKESBURY NEPEAN CATCHMENT 
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 

Ian Smith Vice Chairman 

During October/November 2007, I stayed near Windsor, 
NSW on the Hawkesbury Nepean Catchment. I visited 
many areas and, despite the larger area, the similarity be-
tween it and the Pine Rivers is striking. Land use in both 
catchments includes: 

• Large areas of Crown land in good condition 
and consists of national parks and state forests 
and Council land reserves; 

• Water supply catchments; 
• Expanding urban development and industrial 

areas and 
• Remnant agriculture. 

I met with Bill Dixon, Manager, Hawkesbury Nepean 
Catchment Management Authority (State Government) 
and other staff. The longer than normal meeting high-
lighted the similarities of both catchments and it was de-
cided to maintain the contact for the future. You can look 
at Hawkesbury Nepean River Health Strategy-Volume 1-2 
at: http://www.hn.cma.nsw.gov.au/topics/2201.html 
Because of the closeness of several universities to the 
Hawkesbury/Nepean, much postgraduate work is done in 
cooperation. Could cooperation with PRCA be used with 
our universities in SEQ? Despite the changes made by  Koala Action Pine Rivers: Tree planting at Kobble Creek 

Above: Hawkesbury River at North Richmond, NSW 

humans in this area, it is still in relatively good condition, 
as can be seen in the photo below. 

HEALTHY WATERWAYS  
REPORT CARD 2007 

The 2007 Water quality Report Card for 2007 was re-
leased on October 24 and the grades for the last five years 
for the Pine Rivers can be seen below . 
                                               2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 
Freshwater Pine Catchment  C       D      C      C       D+ 
Pine Rivers Estuary               D+    D+    D      D      C- 
Comments about the Pine Catchment: 
• streams generally in poor condition, 
• a substantial decline in physical/chemical aquatic 

macroinvertebrate and fish indicators from 2006 to 
2007 and 

• scores for aquatic macroinvertebrate and fish indi-
cators in autumn similar to those for catchments 
receiving a grade of F. 

Comments about Pine Estuary: 
• elevated nutrient levels throughout but especially 

high in upper reaches, 
• lower freshwater inputs resulting in higher salinity 

levels throughout the estuary and 
• intact natural riparian habitat in the inter-tidal zone 

throughout intact habitat above the highest tide 
mark only in the lower reaches. 



THE DRUM ON 
SOUTH PINE 

Jann McArthur 
Project Officer & Volunteer Coordinator

(0419 029 585, southpine@bigpond.com) 

I survived South America and thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience. It was sad to see the erosion of the mountains 
that has resulted from the wide spread clearing of the 
rainforest and the once clean streams and rivers running a 
brown colour from all the sediment they now carry; add-
ing to this is the fact that the land has been in a drought 
for the last couple of years. The snowfall hasn’t been as 
long or deep as in previous decades and has been melting 
much earlier so the water in the streams and rivers doesn’t 
last as long. They’ve also planted areas with Tasmanian 
eucalypts which are now becoming a weed like in South 
Africa. 
Living for a week with a Kogi tribe in the Sierra Nevada 
took me back to my youth, growing up in the highlands of 
New Guinea. The Kogi were never conquered by the 
Spanish and therefore still use the living systems and 
speak the language of their ancestors, the Incas. Unfortu-
nately they have a higher population and live in a more 
confined area than their ancestors and so the living system 
is not appropriate but they still stick to their beliefs that 
what they’re doing is appropriate for the earth. The Incas 
used a system of clearing a patch of forest, growing food 
and then leaving that area to go back to jungle. Now there 
are so many Kogi and other Columbians that have moved 
to the area that the forest never gets to regrow, it just con-
tinually gets removed and of course there has been a 
change in diet from mainly vegetarian to animal based. 
Cattle, goats, pigs and sheep have taken over from native 
fruit and vegetables, llamas, alpacas and puma and we all 
know the effects these introduced species have on the 
land. The blue green alga in the lakes, especially Lake 
Titicaca (highest lake in the world) is another very bad 
pollution story that will have to wait for another time. 
Meanwhile, back on the South Pine River the River War-
riors did a great job to keep the weeds under control in the 
revegetation sites whilst I was away and helped Nina 
plant wetland plants in the Kumbartcho dam. Now we are 
back in full swing on three mornings a week – remember 
if you or any of your friends would like to become a 
River Warrior just be in the car park at Kumbartcho, 15 
Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill Tuesday, Wednesday or 
Thursday by 7.15am. 
It has been great to see an increase in the number of chil-
dren accompanying their parents to community planting 
days. I have taken the opportunity to teach them about a 
sustainable environment. I believe children are one of the 
best starting points to get people to change their behav-
iour towards the environment.  
Wishing you all a safe and happy Christmas and hope to 
see you in the New Year. The River Warriors will be hav- 

Jann and her police escort in Columbia 

Erosion in the mountains 

ing a break from Friday December 21 to Monday January 
14. 

PREPARING A FUTURE GATEWAY 
an invitation to comment  

The Department of Main Roads is conducting a planning 
study on 16km of the Gateway Motorway from south of 
Nudgee Golf Course to the Bruce Highway. As the plan-
ning study is in our local area, Main Roads would appre-
ciate community involvement. 
Over the next two years, the Department  will develop a 
preferred option for this section of the motorway which 
best caters for future traffic growth and addresses the 
safety and efficiency needs of road users. 
You can get involved by: 
• attending public displays, 
• by contacting the project team with your com-

ments, 
• you can nominate to become a member of your 

local reference groups by contacting the project 
team on 1800 991 879 for a nomination form.  

In conjunction with community feedback Main Roads 
will look into aspects such as the environment, cultural 
heritage, affordability and the interaction between state 
and local road networks. 



 
Name………………………………………………….. 
Address………………………………………….…… 
………………………………………………………… 
State……………….Postcode…………….………… 

Phone Contact…………………………………..…… 
Email address (and we will send the newsletter via email) 
………………………………………………………… 
 

Please circle  
One year Membership: $5.00  
Three year Membership: $15.00 
 

Please make cheques payable to North and South Pine Inte-
grated Catchment Association or pay in person by visiting  Envi-
ronment Centre, Kumbartcho, Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill. 
Contact details: PO Box 2066, Strathpine, Qld 4500 

Are you interested in 
becoming a member of 
Pine Rivers Catchment 

Association? 
 

Membership subscription to PRCA is $5.00 per year 
which entitles you to receive a year’s subscription to 
the bi-monthly INFO-FLOW, voting rights at our 
meetings and a 5% discount for any private work 
you may want the PRCA business unit to do on your 
property. 
 

INFO-FLOW will only be sent to financial members 
but is available free at Kumbartcho, Environment 
Centre, Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill. Contact 

DATE ACTIVITY CONTACT 

Tuesday 
December 11 
4.00 - 6.00pm 

Pine Rivers Catchment Association Christmas Party & General Meeting Guest 
speaker is Glenn Withers, Supervisor - Waterways Revegetation Pine Rivers Shire 
Council who will speak on waterways revegetation and maintenance in Pine Rivers, 
focussing on constructed wetland plantings and removal of aquatic weeds by Council. 
Venue: Kumbartcho, Environment Centre 15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill. 

Tim 
3325 1577 

Wednesday 16 
January  

10.00 – 11.30am  

Living with the Environment Activities Small mammals workshop.  PRSC 
3480 6666 

  

Thursday 
January 17 

7.00pm 

Kumbartcho Sanctuary Management Committee Meeting All welcome. Venue 
Kumbartcho Sanctuary Environment Centre. Please note there will be no December 
meeting. 

Kim 
3264 3953   

Saturday 
February 16 

9.00 - 11.30am 

Workshop 1: Creating a Wildlife Friendly Garden Using Native Plants 
Turn your backyard WILD by joining Ric the Wildman Nattrass who will take 
participants through a DIY on how to do it. Venue is Kumbartcho Sanctuary 15 Bunya 
Pine Court Eatons Hill.  

Kim 
3264 3953   

  

Saturday  
February 23  

8.00 - 11.00am 

South Pine River Project at Bunya Crossing Park. Park end of Dugandan Road UBD 
Map 107 Q20 and follow signs upstream to planting site. Bring hat, gloves, water and 
strong enclosed shoes. Refreshments provided.   

Jann 
3325 1577 

0419 029 585 

Saturday 
March 15 

9.00 - 11.30 am 

Workshop 2: Creating a Fauna Friendly Garden Using Nest Boxes 
Start making homes for wildlife at your place Different types of nest boxes attract 
different wildlife so join Gavin Magarry – Nursery Manger and Qualified Carpenter as 
he explains how to create them. Venue is Kumbartcho Sanctuary  15 Bunya Pine Court 
Eatons Hill. 

Kim 
3264 3953   

  

Sunday  
March 2  

 
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY More information in next year’s INFOFLOW 

Jann 
3325 1577 

0419 029 585 

Saturdays & 
Sundays 
9.00am 

Guided Nature Walks Guided nature walks at Boondall Wetlands Environment 
Centre. Free. Suitable for all ages. Duration 1.5 hrs. 

Brisbane City Council 
3403 8888 


