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WHAT WE HAVE DONE IN 2004-05

Tim Odgers
Catchment Coordinator

Pine Rivers Catchment Association is moving rapidly
forward in the delivery of a professional service to the
community and so it is an appropriate time to review how
the objectives (See reverse side of membership form) of
the Association have been realized over the past year.
Words into action for 2004-05

In the 2004 - 2005 financial year some of our activities
included: a water forum, vine weeds forum, photographic
display of change, a free concert, a River Clean Festival
attended by over 200 people. We reprinted 4,000 Weeds
Posters and conducted education activities for over 1,000
school students.

The Association commented on the South-east Queen-
sland Regional Plan, participated in Pine Rivers Shire
Council’s Pest Management Plan, supported the introduc-
tion of an Environmental Levy and contributed to Re-
gional environment and water quality Planning.

PRCA has facilitated the delivery of an Incentive Scheme
which encourages and supports riparian management on
private land.

Our major achievement has been the establishment of a
Business Unit to fund the continued existence of our As-
sociation and provide for the engagement of a book keep-
ing contractor and development of our own payroll sys-
tem. These endeavors, to date, have provided employ-
ment to over 20 people.

The continuation of the South Pine River VVolunteer Pro-
ject has to date (since 2001) planted over 60,000 trees,
controlled 48 hectares of environmental weeds, restored
over 5 km of streambank, won the Water and Landcare
Volunteer Management Award and received runner up
prize for the Healthy Waterways Award.

PRCA has assisted the community to access over $70,000
in funding as an Incorporated Association acting as an
umbrella group for financial and legal project manage-
ment. We have hosted two Green Corps teams (22 peo-
ple) and the full-time employment of two ex-Greencorps
Trainees.

Volunteer needed
Do you have a talent for websites? PRCA had a huge
website with heaps of great information for the commu-
nity. Now we need a volunteer web master to help put it
back on line shortly.

$25,000 in grants received
We are grateful to the Queensland Government’s Gam-
bling Community Benefit Fund for the grant of $20,000
for a (desperately needed) new computer and server,
shipping container for tools, brushcutters, water pumps,
hand tools, fridge, camera, tables and chairs. Thanks go
to the Commonwealth Government for a $5,000 grant
towards the administration of the PRCA under the Grants
For  Environmental and Heritage Organisations
(GVEHO) program. Funds for administration support are
in short supply so this is a great boost to our Association.

Membership raffle

A quirky piece of good luck for John Elson of Highvale
who learnt of his winning of the Dinner for Two and two
bottles of wine while completing his first day employed
as one of H,0 Catchment Services casual workers. Well
done John. We hope your membership with PRCA con-
tinues to be as rewarding!
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Newsletter compiled by PRCA volunteer Rita Larsen, Catchment Coordinator Tim Odgers and Project Officer Jann McArthur.

This newsletter is produced with the support of Pine Rivers Shire Council




COUNCIL ACQUIRES
ENVIRONMENTALLY VALUABLE
LAND

Article reproduced from The Westerner, Thursday July 21* 2005

Council recently completed its first purchase of strategi-
cally important land from the proceeds of the $30 per
property Environmental Levy program introduced last
year. This narrow 1.477 ha property is unique in that it
has frontages to both Cedar Creek and Cedar Creek Road
extending for almost 500 metres. Council has previously
acquired, at no cost through the land development proc-
ess, other parcels of land along Cedar Creek and this lat-
est acquisition connects two existing reserves giving a
continuous reserve of over 3 km. The heavy vegetation
on most of the property is remnant rainforest on meta-
morphosed rock and is habitat to a variety of native wild-
life, including sugar gliders, bats, possum, bush rats, wa-
ter rats, bandicoots, wallabies, azure kingfishers, honey-
eaters and a lot more.

This riparian corridor is crucial to maintaining Cedar
Creek in its healthy state and as the vegetation is not
‘pristine’ over the entire property, Council is currently
investigating a rehabilitation program for the property
through weed removal and revegetation which can also
be funded from the environmental levy proceeds.

The purchase of this land has increased the opportunity

for restricted public access to additional parts of Cedar

Creek.

PRCA subscriptions are due

. $5.00 per year entitles you to receive a year’s sub-
scription to the bi-monthly INFO-FLOW, voting
rights at our meetings and a 5% discount for any
private work you may want the PRCA business
unit to do on your property.

. INFO-FLOW will only be sent to financial mem-
bers, so please send your subscription soon.

Fran Gilje, a volunteer at the
Mountains to Mangroves tree planting

MOUNTAINS TO MANGROVES
TREE PLANTING DAY

The glorious weather, the lovely people, the beautiful
surrounds, the peaceful river, the well prepared site with
easy-to-dig soil, the strains of Mozart assailing the ears
and the good old Bundy Rum Bushcare Funds that fi-
nanced the day, all ensured that the planting of 2,000
native trees on the banks of the South Pine River was an
extremely pleasant day.

The Pine Rivers Catchment Association did themselves
proud for their Mountains to Mangroves, ‘Strings by the
Stream’ tree planting day, which was accompanied by
the Renaissance Strings quartet, Peter Liekefett the bush
poet and plenty of food and drink to sustain the masses.
This day was a celebration of renewal through the resto-
ration of some of our beautiful native wildlife habitat on
the banks of a stream that has felt the harsh hand of
man’s past activities; and indeed still does through the
pressures of our ever increasing numbers as more and
more people come to live in this beautiful, semi rural
area.

In case people haven’t heard about it, the Mountains to
Mangroves Corridor of Green is an area running from
the D’aigullar Range to the Boondall Wetlands (part of
the internationally protected Ramsar wetlands area) that
the Brisbane & Pine Rivers Shire Councils have desig-
nated as a green corridor in an attempt to provide a link
of continuous wildlife habitat from the mountains to the
sea. The Mountains to Mangroves Festival is a program
of environmentally focused workshops, events and ac-
tivities to inform and educate the public about this
unique corridor and environmental issues in general.

Jann McArthur, South Pine River Project Officer and
Tim Odgers, Catchment Coordinator did an excellent job
of overseeing the day’s progress and ensuring that 37
planters, 52 music appreciators, six children, two babies
and nine dogs, not to mention the local wildlife, were
wined and dined and very well entertained, with lights in
the graceful old Waterhousia trees dotted around the
park and music drifting on the breeze.

Two thousand trees were planted by the regular Catch-
ment volunteers (the mighty River Warriors who work
on the South Pine River Project during the week), local
residents and bushcare group Men of the Trees based in
the Northern Suburbs and whose motto is ‘have trees,
will travel’.

Thanks to the Pine Rivers Catchment Association for
their inspired organising of the day, the Bundaberg Rum
Bushcare Fund for providing the finance, and all those
residents and others who contributed their time and ef-
forts to the success of the day.



THE DRUM ON SOUTH PINE RIVER

Jann McArthur
Project Officer & Volunteer Coordinator (0419 029 585)

The wildlife survey in late June was a wonderfully suc-
cessful but exhausting undertaking. The Green Corps
team had their knowledge expanded and | thank Darren
Phillips from National Parks & Wildlife for the use of
his traps, cages, for conducting the bird survey and
sharing his experiences and knowledge. The Green
Corps team are writing up a report and it will be inter-
esting to compare it with the previous two surveys. Of
special interest to me was the sighting of a platypus and
a mountain brush tail possum, neither of these has been
sighted in any of the previous surveys. If anyone is in-
terested in viewing the results just give me a call and
make an appointment.

In the past month, The River Warriors welcomed an-
other three new volunteers lan Witheyman, Yelena
McCormick and Adrian Holbeck. It’s always wonder-
ful to share, exchange knowledge and friendship with
new members from the community. Remember you can
come on any Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday morning.
Just be at the Kumbartcho Sanctuary, Bunya Pine Crt,
Eatons Hill before 8.00 am. Or give me a call.

For the third year we will continue the restoration
planting on the bank below Weston Drive, Bunya as
part of The NATIONAL TREE DAY. On Saturday
July 30 1,200 trees will go into the ground. Thank you
to those members of the community who come to these
tree plantings. | welcome and give a special thank you
to the State Member for Kurwongbah, Linda Lavarch
for volunteering to share a wonderful morning tea with
everyone and John Dobson from Strathpine Toyota for
donating $ 500 for volunteer materials.

There will be two more plantings down at Bunya
Crossing Park this year—Saturday August 13 and Sat-
urday September 10. | hope quite a few people from the
Mountains to Mangroves Festival planting attend these
planting as well, although there will not be the same
level of entertainment as at the Mountains to Man-
groves festival, there will be a wonderful morning tea
and friendship to share.

The Green Corps team will be finishing in early Au-
gust. It is like your children leaving when they finish.
They have been a wonderful team, with a very compe-
tent leader in Craig Papworth. We will miss having
them here. Fortunately for me, I am going to be accom-
panying them to do volunteer work in South Africa in
November and December. Thank you to Craig for or-
ganising the whole trip. It will be a great learning ex-
perience for us all.

TOP TEAM GRADUATES

Craig Papworth
Green Corps Team Leader

Yes it’s that time already. The 2005 PRCA Green
Corps team is due to graduate from their six-month pro-
gram, having completed the final stages of the Cash’s
Crossing walkway. Wow! It’s a beautiful site, with
thousands of new trees planted amidst newly spread
mulch and a beautifully crafted timber walkway, mean-
dering alongside the South Pine River. You just have to
feel good about what’s been done. By imagining the
new trees growing and the wildlife it will attract you can
see how the area will become a sanctuary for walkers
and cyclists. Already there is a flow of enthusiastic pe-
destrians walking the track and complementing the team
on their great work, making them feel proud of their
achievements.

That’s not all. The team has also raised $28,000 for a
trip to Africa later this year where they will spend six
weeks working in the community in Soweto and build-
ing an Eco trail out in the African bush.

From Africa they will continue with their travels to dif-
ferent corners of the globe. Perhaps one day when they
return, they will be able to look at the site they helped
develop and see how it has grown and flourished. You
have got to go and take a look.

John Dobson from Strathpine Toyota presenting
Jann with a donation for National Tree Day

KUMBARTCHO NURSERY
Bunya Pine Court (off Drapers Road) Eatons Hill

Kumbartcho Nursery is open:
Thursday 9.00 am to 3.00 pm
Friday 9.00 am to 3.00 pm
Saturday8.00 am to 12.00 noon

Prices range from $1.00 to $2.00.

Community volunteers make this nursery possible and more
volunteers are always needed.

For more information phone: 3264 3953.




Bushcare News

Pine Rivers Council recently published a V bro-
chure as part of their Living with the Environment se-
ries. Native and weed vines are presented with a brief
description of their benefit (if native vine) or problem
(if weed vine).

Weed vines described:
Cat’s Claw Creeper, Madeira vine, Dutchman’s Pipe,
Climbing Asparagus Fern, Morning Glory, Mile-a-
Minute, Brazillian Nightshade, Moth Vine, Balloon

Black-eyed Susan, Night-flowering/Climbing Cactus,
Exotic Passion Vines.

Native vines described:
Scrambling Lily, Wombat Berry, Barbwire Vine, False
Sarsaparilla, Kangaroo Vine, Slender Grape, Native
Raspberry, Cockspur Thorn, Native Wisteria, Dusky
Coral Pea, Richmond Birdwing Vine, Round-leaf Vine,
Tape Vine, Headache Vine, Wonga Vine, Silkpod/
Monkey Rope, Wax Flower.

Vine, Glycine, Sliver-leaf Desmodium/Velcro plant,

ACTIVITY

CONTACT

1st & 3rd Thursday | Drapers Crossing Meet at Drapers Crossing on Bunya Road for weed working bee. Also 1st Donna Farrell
of the month Saturday of the month from 2.00 pm. 3289 3112
9.00 — Noon
4 th Thursday | Jan Sked Reserve Meet for the next working bee at park signage in Corvus Drive Cashmere. Meredith
every month 3882 1774
7.30 - 11.30 am
Saturday National Tree Day On the bank opposite Kumbartcho Sanctuary Environment Centre Bunya Jann McArthur
July 30 Pine Court UBD Map 107 N16 follow signs across the river or down Biggs Park off Weston 3325 1577
9.00-12 noon Drive and walk upstream
Saturday South Pine River Project Planting at Bunya Crossing Park, end of Dugandan Road Jann McArthur
August 13 Map 107 Q20 Follow signs upstream. 3325 1577
9.00 - 12 .00 noon
Tuesday Annual General Meeting - Pine Rivers Catchment Association. Kumbartcho, Bunya Pine Tim Odgers
August 16 Court Eatons Hill. All welcome. Guest speaker is Shannon Mooney NRMSEQ Community 3325 1577
4.00 - 6.00 pm | Support Officer
Saturday Gum tree identification Learn how to identify local gum trees. Find out how and why these Council
August 20 trees are most important for our wildlife and for us. Early bookings are essential and places are 3480 6642
9.00 - 12.00 noon | limited. Reserve your place by ringing Council on 3480 6642. Morning tea is provided and it is
free to attend.
Saturday Butterflies Learn about the beautiful and not so beautiful (but always interesting) butterflies of Council
September 3 Pine Rivers—their larval foods, eggs, caterpillars, chrysalises, adults—what a wealth of wonder 3480 6642
1.00 - 3.00pm | butterflies bring! Cost is $5.00 and payment is to be received by Council Environmental
Services Department by Wednesday August 31.Phone Council 3480 6642 to reserve your place.
Saturday South Pine River Project Planting at Bunya Crossing Park, end of Dugandan Road Jann McArthur
September10 Map 107 Q20 Follow signs upstream. 3325 1577
8.30 - 11.00 am
Saturday South Pine River Project Planting at Stanton Reserve. Down track opposite Plover Crt off Jann McArthur
October 8 Kingfisher St or down Barwing Crt follow path to left UBD Map 108 C17 3325 1577
8.30 - 11.00am
Saturday Seed collection and propagation Botanist and native plant specialist, Ann Moran, will take us Council
October 29 into local communities to demonstrate the finer points of collecting seeds. Early bookings are 3480 6642
9.00-12 noon essential and places are limited. Reserve your place by ringing Council on 3480 6642. Morning
tea is provided and it is free to attend.




