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Readers of Infoflow may remember, an earlier edition mentioned Tim 
Odgers received the 2004 Queensland Landcare Leadership Bursary  
at the Landcare Conference in Toowoomba. Well, Tim has used the 
funds to visit Western Australia to study Advanced Catchment Man-
agement and I’m sure,...wind and waves. Below is the first installment 
of his observations whilst in Western Australia. We can expect the 
second installment in the next edition of Infoflow.  
 

Tim returns to the Catchment on Monday, January 31. 
 

LANDCARE IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA LANDCARE IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA LANDCARE IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA LANDCARE IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA     
Tim Odgers 

Landcare in Western Australia is facing up to and attempting to 
meet some of Australia’s most severe agricultural natural re-
source management issues. The high wealth of the state and 
comparatively small agricultural area combined with the sever-
ity of the issues makes Landcare and Catchment Management a 
considerable industry. 
 

Part 1:The Wheat Belt 
Flying across the massive expanse of the Wheat Belt one can 
see how an economic imperative to change land management 
can be uptaken on a large scale to make a significant difference 
on a massive landscape scale. In years gone by, the stubble 
remaining after harvest was burnt with the intention of maxi-
mising the return of nutrients to the old and depleted Western 
Australian soil. When it was realised that burning degraded soil 
structure and biota, and left the soil exposed to wind and water 
erosion; and was having a negative impact on productivity and 
profitability, there was a massive shift to stubble retention. 
Now, it is very uncommon to see the once familiar blackened 
burnt paddocks. Ironically, the concept of using this stubble as 
a grazing resource has lead to some severe overgrazing by 
sheep in the hot dry summer……. 
 

Shelterbelts have been shown to reduce wind speed and the 
associated evaporation rates, leaving soil moisture present for a 
longer period, providing for greater crop yields. These belts 
also harbour insectivorous birds and bats that can assist with 
the control of leaf eating pests. Shelter belts have also been 
shown to increase the birth weight of lambs which are born in 
the cold wet and windy winters. This is because the pregnant 
ewes can shelter from the “lazy” winter winds, use less energy, 
therefore retain more body fat to keep warm, leaving more to 
produce healthy fat lambs. In the summer too, fully fleeced 
sheep can be seen sheltering along the belts from the oppres-
sive WA summer sun. Even from 10,000m up in an aircraft one 
can see lines of trees springing up everywhere throughout the 
wheat belt. But this is still the exception rather than the norm. 
 

The real challenge for the wheat belt (and much of Australia’s  
agricultural land) is salinity. There is no one silver bullet to  

Fix this massive issue and the complexity of groundwater sys-
tems complicates things further. The scariest part is that though 
the damage (broardscale tree clearing) was done decades ago, 
the issue is still emerging and we cannot be entirely sure how 
much further it will go. Much science is being undertaken to 
work towards developing the most effective techniques for 
managing salinity, and much success and progress has been 
made (with even some profitable solutions). The scale of the 
issue across millions of hectares of land mean there’s no simple 
answer yet and it will certainly get far worst before it gets bet-
ter. 
 

Natural Resource Management, to be effective, really needs to 
scale up to meet the task ahead. The wheat belt provides food 
to millions of people in Australia and internationally and as our 
population grows we need to ensure that we can maintain or 
increase the productivity of our farming systems. When one 
hears that half of the Murray Darling Basin could be unusable 
due to salinity by 2050 one has to wonder if our current level of 
funding to address the issues is even going to have more that a 
minor impact. 
 

For me, the total dominance of economic issues in decision-
making (the last election was over economic management) 
means we need to discuss issues for their economic conse-
quence “Good economic management demands that we address 
the issues and maintain our food production and water supply 
assets (land and water) as we would maintain a road, trade rela-
tions, economic growth etc”. When the addressing of environ-
mental issues can be demonstrated as an economic benefit (as 
with shelter belts and stubble retention) significant changes can 
be made.  

 

Pine Rivers Catchment Association  
General Meeting 

Tuesday February 8, 4.00 - 6.00 pm 
Vanda Grabowski, Community Education Officer of Koala 
Action Pine Rivers (KAP) is our guest speaker for the Febru-
ary general meeting. KAP is a volunteer-not-for-profit group 
committed to ensuring the survival of koalas in Pine Rivers. 
Education is a key component of their activities especially, the 
Four R’s : retain native vegetation, replant native species with 
a focus on koala food trees, reduce speed on our roads at night 
when koalas are on the move and restrain domestic animals 
particularly at night.  
 

Vanda can be contacted by ringing 3205 6141 or by email on 
mykoalas@bigpond.net.au 
 

Everyone is welcome to our first meeting of the year. 



JUNIOR RANGERS ACTIVITIESJUNIOR RANGERS ACTIVITIESJUNIOR RANGERS ACTIVITIESJUNIOR RANGERS ACTIVITIES    
Liz Cross 

Ranger Liz Cross, supported by the Pine Rivers Community 
Nursery and Pine Rivers Catchment Association, is starting  
Junior Rangers at Kumbartcho Environment Centre. 
 

Junior Rangers is aimed at children aged 7 - 12. Children will 
learn how their everyday activities can effect the environment 
and what they can do to make a change for the better. 
 

Junior Rangers will occur monthly, starting Saturday 5th Feb-
ruary from 9:30 am – 12 noon at Kumbartcho Sanctuary, 15 
Bunya Pine Court Eatons Hill. Meet in the main hall. 
 

Parents please ensure your child brings along a water bottle, hat 
and wears sensible clothing and enclosed shoes. The cost of the 
morning is $5.00 per child. Morning tea will be provided. To 
book, please ring Ranger Liz on 3264 2547. 
 

ALTERNATIVE WATER SUPPLIESALTERNATIVE WATER SUPPLIESALTERNATIVE WATER SUPPLIESALTERNATIVE WATER SUPPLIES    
Graham Bowley 

Grey water is sewage effluent from treatment plants if you are 
talking about the Brisbane to Darling Downs Waste Water 
Pipeline but in the household context it is water from the laun-
dry or bathroom/shower. 
 

Forty five years ago when Brisbane was not fully sewered, resi-
dents in unsewered areas had to dispose of their grey water in 
their own yard. Last year the State Government introduced 
restrictions on the use of household grey water… There is defi-
nitely no use of kitchen or toilet waste — this must go to the 
sewer. Before considering reusing or storing grey water or con-
necting tank water to the house check with the Council Plumb-
ing Inspector. 
 

Collecting water from the washing machine that pumps it out 
for you is simple, as diverter valves are available at the local 
hardware. However collecting from the bathroom means a 
gravity outlet from the underfloor plumbing. This is OK if the 
house is highset but impractical in a lowset house or on ground 
house. 
 

A popular suggestion is to use grey water to flush the toilet. For 
this you will need a tank, some treatment, and a pump (rather 
expensive). You can experiment using grey water manually by 
flushing the toilet with half a bucket of your bath water and 
after a week or so your nose will tell you it has to be treated as 
the grey water remains in the toilet bowl between flushes. 
 

Water tanks 
Roof water is easy to harvest. For each millimetre of rain on 
each square metre of roof you will get one litre of water. Tanks 
now come in a variety of shapes, colours and sizes including 
sections that will form a screen fence. But if putting in a tank 
remember its purpose is water storage/supply and the water 
harvested will depend on the area of the roof as a har-
vest/catchment area. If you want to collect the total roof area 
and have four downpipes you may need three small tanks and 
one large one interconnected by balance pipes. 
 

The material the tank is made of is important. A metal tank, 
even if lined internally, will  last 12 to 20 years but it must be 
of metal compatible to the roof/guttering. The current poly 
tanks are good because they don’t rust and they bounce, not 
crumple, if dropped. They can be moved and will have resale  
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value. 
 

Tank water supply cannot be interconnected to the town wa-
ter supply and any proposal to connect tank water to a town 
water connected house should be discussed with the Council 
Plumbing Inspector. The simplest use of tank water without 
using a pump is gravity feeding a garden hose, or pool, or spa 
etc. A simple proposal to use the tank supply to flush the toi-
let will involve installation of a pressure pump, electrical 
wiring, replumbing the toilet etc. A pressure pump will also 
be necessary if you wish to run a garden sprinkler. 
 

 If considering installing a tank, factor in all costs ie a level 
base, alteration to downpipes and plumbing, a pressure pump 
(if applicable), pump housing, electrical wiring etc. and if you 
have a lowset house make sure the height of the tank you 
choose allows for its installation under the downpipe. 

WEED WORK SHOPWEED WORK SHOPWEED WORK SHOPWEED WORK SHOP    
Vines eg Madiera Vine, Cat’s Claw Creeper rate very high as 
problem weeds in a bushland restoration site. All interested 
people are welcome to a workshop on Environmental Weeds 
with a Focus on Vines, a joint venture between the Pine Riv-
ers Council and the Catchment Association. Hellen Haapa-
koski, our guest speaker, is the Land Protection Extension 
Officer with the Natural Resources and Mines Department. 
Hellen will be available to make identification of fresh sus-
pect cuttings (with flowers or seeds in a plastic bag). Work-
shop is Sunday March 20, 8.30 - 12.30 pm at Kumbartcho 
Environmental Centre. 

THE DRUM ON SOUTH PINE RIVER THE DRUM ON SOUTH PINE RIVER THE DRUM ON SOUTH PINE RIVER THE DRUM ON SOUTH PINE RIVER     
Jann McArthur Project Officer & Volunteer Coordinator 

WHY ARE YOU DOING THAT? (rehabilitating the South 
Pine River) Great question and one I’m often asked by people 
as they walk through the revegetation sites. Here are a few 
reasons why: 
 

The South Pine River is one of the longest waterways without 
a dam in Queensland. It forms an important part of a wildlife 
corridor from the subtropical rainforests of the D’Aguilar 
Ranges (Mt Nebo and Mt Glorious) north west of Brisbane 
through Samford, Albany Creek, Bald Hills and feeds water 
to the Moreton Bay Marine Park – a Ramsar declared water-
way of international significance.  
 

Riparian vegetation (the vegetation along a watercourse) 
plays an important role in maintaining water quality and bio-
logical diversity. This vegetation acts as a filter, trapping 
sediments, salts and chemicals, as water moves along the soil 
surface or through the soil. 
 

The root systems of plants bind the soil on the bank, reducing 
scouring and bank collapse and thereby reducing the amount 
of sediment entering the waterways and eventually Moreton 
Bay.  It also provides shade to the water surface, reducing the 
growth of algae, and to other in-stream plants which draw 
oxygen out of the water. The fruits and decomposing leaves 
of vegetation hanging over a waterway also provide an im-
portant food source for animals that inhabit the waterways. 
 

The Pine Rivers, in the 2004 Report Card on the Health of                                                                       
                 Continued next page  



The Drum, Continued from previous page  
The South East Queensland Waterways and Catchments Part-
nership, scored a D (poor) with Bramble Bay receiving an D 
(poor). It is very important to improve these scores if we want 
to continue to enjoy eating fish, prawns, crabs and oysters. 
Contributing factors that lead to this score included the high 
levels of nutrients and sediments in the waterways. 
 

Studies undertaken as part of the South East Queensland Re-
gional Water Quality Management Strategy, 2001, indicated 
that bank erosion accounts for 70% of the sediment load in the 
South Pine River Catchment. Revegetation of the riparian 
zones helps to reduce bank erosion and so in February 2001 the 
Pine Rivers Catchment Association’s South Pine River Project, 
in conjunction with the Pine Rivers Shire Council, commenced 
to work with landholders and volunteers. They have taken 
“hands on” work to re-establish areas of riparian vegetation 
along a 7 km degraded stretch of the South Pine River at Ea-
tons Hill, to improve water quality.  
 

The riparian vegetation along this section of the river has be-
come degraded primarily through clearing for past land uses 
including dairy farming, cattle grazing and sand and gravel 
extraction. This removal has resulted in reduced wildlife habi-
tat (terrestrial and aquatic) and adversely impacted on water 
quality. 
 

Exotic weed species, particularly Lantana (L.camara), exotic 
grass species, Madiera Vine (Anredra cordifolia), Cat’s Claw 
Creeper (Macfadyena unguis-cati) and Dutchman’s pipe 
(Aristolochia elegans) have invaded the riparian zones and 
areas of remnant vegetation and threatens the ongoing viability 
of these areas.  
 

Macadamia intregrifolia, a nationally vulnerable plant species  

and the Platypus, a significant local species are found in the  
project area. 
 

Looking at the map provided below and/or UBD map 107, it 
can be seen that there are several State Forests (Clear Moun-
tain, Brisbane and Bunyaville). As part of a long term plan, 
linking of these using the riparian corridor of the South Pine 
River is steadily being achieved. 
 

The South Pine River Project has had outstanding success at 
making a significant difference; a brisk walk from one end of 
the revegetation and regeneration project to the other takes over 
an hour. Since 2001 The South Pine River Project has estab-
lished 49,174 native plants, has actively worked an area of over 
40 hectares and engaged 3,682 volunteers from the community. 
These outcomes have also generated considerable local com-
munity ownership of the river; previously the river was very 
inaccessible to the public due to the dense weed infestations. 
As the project has worked its way along the river, people have 
been drawn to the river to walk, fish and swim. 
 

The South Pine River Project sub-committee of PRCA wishes 
to extend the previous activities undertaken by addressing sec-
tions of the riverbank not previously revegetated, in order to 
enhance the continuity of riparian vegetation. The Project also 
provides a method for continuing community and landholder 
involvement in riparian and other environmental activities in 
the local area. 
The huge benefits of this project will take a few more years to 
be fully appreciated but it is an important early step in improv-
ing our waterways for future generations. 
 

To become a River Warrior, or to become involved in the 
Catchment Association phone: 0419 029 585 or 3325 1577. 
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CATCHMENT CALENDAR    

DATEDATEDATEDATE    ACTIVITYACTIVITYACTIVITYACTIVITY    CONTACTCONTACTCONTACTCONTACT    

1st & 3rd Thursday  
of the month 
9.00 – Noon 

Drapers Crossing Meet at Drapers Crossing on Bunya Road for weed working bee. Donna Farrell 
3289 3112  

1st Saturday  
of the month  
from 2.00 pm 

 

Drapers Crossing Meet at Drapers Crossing on Bunya Road for weed working bee. Donna Farrell 
3289 3112  

  

Tuesday 
February 8 

4.00 - 6.00 pm 

General Meeting - Pine Rivers Catchment Association. Kumbartcho, Bunya Pine Court 
Eatons Hill. All welcome. Guest speaker is Vanda Grabowski from Koala Action Pine Rivers. 

Tim Odgers  
3325 1577 

Saturday  
12 February  
8.30 - Noon 

South Pine River Project Meet at Environment Centre Bunya Pine Court UBD Map 107 N16 
Planting at Kumbartcho. Bring hat, gloves, water, strong enclosed shoes. Refreshments 
provided. 

Jann McArthur  
3325 1577 

Thursday  
February 24 

7.30 - 10.30 am 

Jan Sked Reserve Meet for the next working bee at park signage in Corvus Drive Cashmere. Meredith 
3882 1774 

Sunday 
March 6  

8.30 - 11.30 am 

Clean up Australia Day A South Pine River Event  Register Bunya Crossing. Park end of 
Dugandan Rd UBD Map 107 Q20      Free BBQ afterwards. 

Jann McArthur  
3325 1577 

Sunday  
March 6 

9.00 - Noon  

Clean up Australia Day A John Oxley Reserve Event held in conjunction with Pine Rivers 
Branch of Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland  Meet in carpark with gloves, hat, 
mosquito repellant and water. 

Carole 
3285 4943 

Sunday  
March 20  

8.30– 12.30 pm  

Weed Work Shop Hellen Haapakoski will make a presentation on environmental weeds with a 
focus on vine weeds. Kumbartcho Environment Centre.  Morning Tea supplied. 

Jann McArthur  
3325 1577 

  

BUSHCARE NEWSARE NEWSARE NEWSARE NEWS    

The Pine Rivers Shire Council generously sponsored an end-of- 
year Bushcare BBQ, to celebrate a successful year of caring for 
bushland in Pine Rivers. About 30 people attended and this 
gathering provided the opportunity to meet with a range of 
bushcarers including the River Warriors who restore the South 
Pine River under the care of Jann McArthur, various volunteer 
bushcare groups and Council staff involved with bushcare. 
Alan Herron gave an interesting presentation on the health of 
our local rivers and streams and Tim Odgers introduced us to 
the Riparian Management Incentive Scheme. Beverly Miles, a 
Soroptimist, explained how her group came to adopt the weed 
management of John Oxley Reserve as its service project. 
 

The BBQ provided the opportunity to meet Amanda Fox who 
has recently been appointed Bushcare Officer with the Pine 
Rivers Shire Council. If you are interested in joining or starting 
a bushcare group on Council Parkland contact Amanda on 
3480 6745. 
 

Parkland Volunteers is a group that has recently evolved from 
two previous groups : The Weed Working Group and Bushcare 
Network. Everyone interested in restoring public land, either 
bushland or parkland is welcome to attend the next meeting 

at Kumbartcho Environment Centre on March 1 at 3.00pm. 
 

Donna Farrell, the coordinator for the restoration work at Drap-
ers Crossing, would recommend Drapers Crossing to people 
interested in learning the skills of restoring our bushland for 
two reasons. First, the area listed as Regional Ecosystem 
12.3.1, is now a protected vegetation site, and secondly, there is 
a large range of weeds which provides an ideal opportunity to 
learn the best techniques for managing many types of weeds. 
See Catchment Calendar for details of regular working bees. 
 

The Weed Work Shop on Sunday March 20 will give bushcar-
ers the opportunity to tap into up-to date information on those 
hard-to-manage vine weeds that all bush regenerators dread 
becoming establishing on their site. (See Catchment Calendar) 
 

The very latest news is Kumbartcho will welcome the com-
mencement of the 2005 Green Corps team; arrival date is Feb-
ruary 14. Look out weeds! 
 

Finally, The Weed Working Group thanks the staff in the Parks 
Department at Council and the Pine Rivers Catchment Associa-
tion for their assistance in allowing its members to work to-
wards solving the environmental weeds problem in our shire.  

Rita Larsen 


